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THE 
AUTHOR's PREFACE. 


r put into the Con- 
r, of the P 
DI: | 1 Ws RV at twelve Nears 
old, and aid in it 
till I was ſeventeen; 
during my Stay there, I was acquaint- 
ed with a Lady, whom I took to, no 
doubt, becauſe ſhe ſhowed me a par ticu- 
lar Friendſhip ; her Marks of which 
I made à Return to, in the moſt In- 
genous Careſſes, and a great Alten- 
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tion to all ſhe ſaid to me. This 
Lady joined to à great deal of Wit, 
a conſummate Knowledge of the 
World. She foreſaw then, very like- 
ly, from my extreme Vivacity, that 
her Advice might be one Day of Ser- 
vice to me, and ſhe was as good as 
not to be reſerved of it. [I have ſince 
had occaſion to put her Counſels in 
Practice, and never but found my 
Account in them, 


I had imprinted them too deep in my 
Memory, to let any of them eaſily flip 
it. But as Time wears every Thing out, 
and I ſaw Reaſon to think that her 
Counſels could not be too preciouſiy pre- 
ſerved, the ſureſt Way not to loſe 
any, was to commit them to Paper. 
As faſt then as I recalled to Mind 
the Converſations of my Friend, and 
wrote them down, 1 made my own 
Reflexions upon what ſhe had ſaid to 


me, and with them I ſwelled my 
Warts ; 


e 
Work : Thus inſenſibly I ſaw it grow 
under my Hands into à Volume. 


Friend, from whom I hid no- 


thing, obſerving that I often locked 


myſelf up to write, aſked what I was 
about. I told him, that I had begun 
fome Meditations, which I ſhould one 
Day communicate to him, but that he 
ſhould let me finiſh them firſt. His re- 
ply was, Make an End of your Medi- 
« tations, Madam, but till you are ſo 
« good as to truft me with the Sight 
«© of them, you muſt give me leave 
„not to think them pious ones. 


My Friend was in the Right, and 
J own myſelf very ignorant in Mat- 
ters of Devotion. The Maxims of 
the World, which are ſo oppoſed to 
it, are what I know much better. 
Moſt of theſe which are diſperſed 
through this Volume, I owe to 
Madam De * , and He did not 
ſet up For Devotion. This Work then 


turns 


— — 


_ NDS 23G wt Its Let EG, he 


"IF" V2 
- —_— CC — 
OMP D 
* 


e * 


— * — * 
, 9 PRESETS 


A. 
„r 


. [#17 

turns entirely on the beſt Methods of 
Conduct with regard to this World, 
and of living in Society, if not vir- 
tuouſly, at leaſt with the Appearance 
of Virtue ; upon knowing the Nature 
of Prejudices, and upon not being the 
Dupe of them, by @ rigorous, un- 


diſtinguiſhing Adberence to them 
all. | 


In this Work one may ſee all the 
true Sentiments of my Heart; à Hor- 
ror for Vice, a Love of Virtue, a 
great Averſion for Nonſenſe and Folly, 
and an entire Veneration for Wit, and 
good Senſe. 


1 ſhewed Mr. De ** ny Manu- 
ſcript as ſoon as it was finiſhed. He 
examined it like a Friend, which is 
as much as to ſay that he did not 


flatter me. I own however that be 


gave me great Pleaſure, when be 
aſſured me that he did not think it 
wadeſerving of Publication, I play d 

the 


[ vi] 
the Child, bluſbed a little, aud ſeem'd 
confuſed at firſt. I told him, that 
he certainly muſt not be in earneſh, 
— that he laughed at me, — that 1 
would not apper in Print, — that 
the Thing was not worth it, aud that 
moſs certainly it ſhould uever be. 
Mell then, ſays de, Madam, 1 mut 
«© return it you, if you are ſo 
& at what I have ſaid. At this 
be drew i he Manuſcript out of his 
Packet, and offered to put it into 
my Hands, And who defires you to 
return it me, ſaid I preity quick to 
him ? You may keep it, but remember, 
that I ſhall make you anſeerable for 
any bad Succeſs it has. I added, that 
at fix and twenty I was going to paſs 
for an old Fool, and that nobody 
would imagine that a Woman could 
Moralize ſo ſeriouſly at my Age, and 
that I ſhould never recover the M.. 
chief the Air of it would do my 
Figure; withall, J propos d my 
Conditions of Leave, which were, that 
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theſe Maxims ſhould remain with all 
their Tautologies, Negligences, Con- 
tradictions, and in ſhort all their 
Imperfections on my Head: I bad 
rather, ſays T, that they ſhould be 
Buck full of them, and be my own, 
than. that 1he Wark ſhould be perfett, 
and T had the Credit of it, when it 
did not belong to me. All that cannot 
fairly be called mine, was never the 
Objet# of my Ambition. My Way 
with my Friends was ever to own my 
Faults, without Aﬀettationg at the 
ſame Time that I did not deny my 
good Qualities, Mr. De * never 
flattered me upon the one, nor exa- 
grated the other. Beſides, I eſteem 
his Approbation too much not to be 
decided by it. Men whoſe Underſtand- 
ing and Knowledge are at a certain 

Point of Elevation, do not afford 
their Praiſe at Random, and without 
good Grounds, Having then all the 
Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the Judg- 
ment he gave me upon theſe Maxims 


of 


[ ix.) 
of mine, I exacted nothing more of 
him than this Obſervations : If then 
this Work is defective, it is me who 
have defired that it ſhould remain as 
it is. If I am praiſed for any good 


Things in it, I cannot but expett to 


be blamed for thoſe that are not ſo 
and if ever I write a Romance, 
which I may poſſibly do, when I have 
too much tireſome Time on my Hands, 
Ideclare before-band, that it is myſelf 
who ſhall have ill diſtribated, ill con- 
ducted, ill written it, if it is to be 
ſo, not but I am acquainted with 
fome Wits, whoſe Talents are much 
at my Service, and who would make 
my Works as trim, and as pretty as 
I could wiſh, that they did not be- 
long to me. T ſhall always be glad to 
hear what thoſe Gentlemen have to 
ſay, but they ſhall never touch any 
Thing of mine, I promiſe them. 


There will appear in this Work, 
fome Praiſes that ſeem addreſt to me; 
| but 


[x] 
but I enter my Proteſt againſt thtir 
being of any Significance, one way or 
other. / make Madam De 
ſpeak, at a Time when I was not 
without ſome Right to thoſe Compli- 
ments ; but at preſent, that 1 have 
conſented to commence Author, I muſt 
of all Neceſſity renounce all Charms 
of Perſon. Beauty but ill agrees 
with the Lucubrations that fiudy, 
and Application demand; Beſides, 
my Pretenſions are ſo limited, that 
it ſignifies very little to me, to be 
thoug bt handſome er not by the Num- 
bers: whom I ſhall never know, and 
«who will never have an Opportunity 
of judging of me in that Reſpect. All 
that I have flattered myſelf of Succeſs 
in, is reducible to one Print, which 
is the giving a juſt Idea of my Cha- 
rafter. The Bottom of my Heart 
was, as 1 once thought, never to be 
known but to my Friends only, and it 
is thoſe Friends who now oblige me to 
expoſe myſelf without a Veil, I do 
not 
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not know whether it would not have 
been a more delicate Pleaſure for them 
to poſſeſs me entirely themſelves, than 
to ſhare with the Public a Knowledge 
of me, which will be no longer a 
Secret. s | 


Every Evening I repaired regu- 
larly to Madam De“, part» 
ment, and ftaid with her from ſeven 
till nine. One of the holy Siſters ef- 
ten accompanied me there, for whom 
Madam De“, Converſation was 
Greek, or Algebra, Politics, Art, 
Manners of the World, Gallaniry 
all theſe Topics were above the Reach 
of a firaple Girl, who bad been her 
whole Life in the Convent, and who 
had never heard any Thing of that 
Sort; and accordingly ſhe generally 
dropt faſt aſleep ; which I uſed 10 
tate theBenefit of io aſk Mrs, De“ 
a thouſand Queſtions, and which ſhe 
always anfwer*d with great Sweetneſs 

„* 
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of 7. emper : So that, Thanks to her 
Leſſons, I came out of the Convent 
as well inſtructed, as if I bad lived 
jen Years in the World. T had al- 
ready wrote down what appear'd to 
me the moſt difficilt to retain, and 1 
bave finiſh'd the rej} fince I was mar- 
ried." It is Madam De then who 
Jpeaks, and for that Reaſon. [ have 
been oblig*d to ſay, in that CharaZer, 
ſome flattering Things to myſelf, and 
to write, as it were, my own Panegy- 
ric: But it is ten Years apo, that the 
Date of it takes Place; and I have 
obſerv'd, that the Women hate me leſs 
at preſent, than they did then, In 

ſhort then, what is OY is written, 
and ſhall hand. | 


4.4% > 


Thoſe who aim at preſerving them- 
ſelves in a State of abſolute, pure Sim- 
Plicity, will do well to diſpenſe with 
reading my Maxims : They are not made 
for them ;, it would be ſo much Time 
loft, that they might employ in oy 
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Books more adapted to their Way of 


living, and acting Again, the great- 


eft Part of the Women ſeem made for 
nothing but drinking, eating, bring- 
ing Children into the World, gaming, 
deceiving their Gallants, their Huſ- 
bands, their ſpiritual Guides, and 
ſpeaking ill of their Neighbours. To 
theſe alſo, theſe Maxims can be of no 
Service, I offer them no Inſt ruttion 


bow to manage in thoſe Points, but 


thoſe who can, and will underſtand 
what I ſay to them in this Work, will 
draw the Advantage from it, that ſhall 
beſt ſuit them, 


As I am in no Want of either Mo- 
ney or Favours, I ſhall not dedicate 
my Work. I have too little Regard 
for either; and J love Truth. 
Why then ſhould I go about disfigur- 
ing it in a Panegyric, or perhaps to- 
tally deſtroy it, by a Suppoſition of 
good Qualities, in the Perſon I ſhould 

conſecrate 


[iv } | 

conſecrate my Work to? But did 1 
ſet a great enough Value upon it, t0 
dedicate it toMerit, I have a Perſon of 
the grrateſi Tulle to it in my Eye, that 
I cauld Preſent it ta; not but though 
be has been pleas'd to. ſpeak well of it 
to me, I cannot be brought to think it 
good enough to be affer d to bim. Be- 
fedes, this Book is defigned for Wo- 
men, and [ know none that deſerves 
ſuch 4 Piece of Hommage from me. 
Ido not know, then, whether it may 
be from a Dryneſs of Humour, Mi/- 
an thropꝝy, or whatever Motive you 
pleaſe, but poſitively this Work ſhall 
not be "dedicated. There is ſcarce 
any Divigon of our. Sex, but into 
Prudes, or Women of Intrigue, 
Should 1 dedicate it to a Woman 
of Intrigue, ſhe would have Reaſon 
to be angry with me; I ſhould pre- 
ſent her with the Model of a Con- 
gut contrary to her own ;, and it 
would be reproaching her, with her 
Irre- 


1 
Irregulariles, to hold up Virtues is 
her Notice, that ſhe has not: It is, 
as if a Muſician ſhould dedicate a 
Book of Muſic io one, who bas no 
Notion or Reliſh of it; or, as if 
the Author of the Princeſs of Cleves 
had dedicated her Novel to ſome 
Woman of her Time, who was known 
not to be over true to her Huſband. 
As for the Prudes, they are what I 
never intend to have any Thing 40 
ſay to, Once more then, poſitive- 
ly, this Work ſhall not be dedi- 
cated, 
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FEMALE FRIEND. 


JE LL then! Miſs, you 
are on the Point of leav- 
ing your Convent, and 

>=} of ſetting out into the 
World ; every thing is 
going to put on a new Face with Re- 
gard to you z _ your Occupations, 
your Taſtes, your Societies, your 

Connexions, all will be chang'd : 

Inſtead of the young Ladies of your 

Age, whoſe Company you are here 

fond of, and who repay your ffecti- 

on, you are going henceforward to ſee 
B Women 
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Women of the World, who will 
praiſe and envy you, and who in 
their Careſſes and Compliments, 
will neither keep to Sincerity. or 
Meaſure. Lou are form'd to pleaſe 
the Men, and for that very Reaſon, 
you will be ſure greatly to Ws 
the Women, — 


In the four Years that you have 
been in this Houſe, I have had Oc- 
caſion to ſtudy your Character, and 
I have found you worthy of all my 
Eſteem, You have ſeem'd, to me 
at leaſt, deſirous of my F riendſhip ; ; 
you have given me too Marks of 
your Confidence ; and I flatter m 
ſelf, that I have 'deſerv'd both t 
one and the other from you : You 
have wiſh'd to learn the beſt Max- 
ims of Conduct with thoſe you 
are going to be acquainted with; 
and .I am willing to try, by my 
Advice, to give you juſt Lights, 
as to the Faults you might com- 
mit, and the Dangers which there 
is 


a FEMALE FRIEND. 3 
is ſcarce any avoiding when one 
does not know them. 


Lou have got a Governeſs, who 
is a good Sort of Woman enough, 
but very unfit to inſtruct you in 
the Ways of that World, which 
you will be oblig'd to conform to. 
There is a ftrange Blindneſs that 
reigns amongſt Mothers, with Re- - 
gard to thoſe they chooſe to bring 
up their Daughters. They take 

omen without Education, - to 
form that of a young Lady of Qua- 
lity; and imagine, that Perſons 
without Principles are capable - of 
inſpiring thoſe of Virtue, or Mo- 
rality. Is it conceivable that Wo- 
men, whoſe Sentiments are often 
conformable to the Meanneſs of 
their Birth, and the Manner they 
have lived in, can be fit to form 
the Heart of a young Creature to 
Goodneſs, or her Head to a fine 
Underſtanding; to inſtill into her 
a Greatneſs of Soul, and an Ele- 
vation of Manners ? Moſt certainly, 
B 2 not. 
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not. I am ect] rſuaded, 
that Women Haden A have 
been yet leſs rare than they are, if 
there had been placed about them 
Perſons of Capacity to cultivate 
the happy Diſpoſitions with which 
they were born. The Notion is, 
that when a Girl is put into a Con- 
vent, (or Boarding-School) for ſix 
or ſeven Years, and Maſters allow- 
ed her, who probably, for the moſt 
Part of the Time, will have taught 
Her nothing; all was done that 
ought to be for her. With this 
Way of thinking, what have you 
but Girls made up of Prejudices, 
Pride, -Vanity, and Impertinences ? 
Mothers again- of a certain Rank, 
would think themſelves diſhonour- 
ed, if they were to bring up their 
Daughters under their own Eye ; 
the Care and Attention they would 
ſacrifice to ſuch an Education, 
would coſt them a Time too pre- 
cious for ſuch an Employ ; they 
owe it all to Pleaſure, and have 
none 
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none to ſpare, They have, it is 
true, brought their Daughters into 
the World: What then? They 
care very little whether they ever 
acquire a right Senſe or not; and 
ns Fa there would be a Neceſſity 
of preaching from Example : Now, 
that is what cannot be afforded. 


Tou are now towards eighteen 


Years old and neither the World 


knows you, nor you the World ; in 
whieh, however, you are going to 
live. Your firſt Beginning will be to 
ſpread in it. At your leaving this 
Place, their will be no Public En- 
tertainments, no Walks, no Diver- 
ſions at Paris, or Verſailles, with- 
out you ; you will be ſhown about 
ſo much, that, in about ſix Months, 
you will be as much ſeen, as much 
notic'd, as if you had not loſt 
Part of your Life in a Convent 
you have here had Maſters who 
have taught you ſomething ; you 
will there have ſome of the moſt 

B 3 in 
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in Faſhion, who will reach you 
nothing; but ſuch is the Cuſtom, 
and it is not the only ridiculous one 
you will have to conform to. In the 
Place of that Air of Sweetneſs and 
Modeſty, than which nothing ſo 
well becomes a young Lady, they 
will make you take up a ſmart, 
knowing Air, which your very fine 
Ladies indeed may paſs off, but 
which a Girl of true Senſe would do 
ſo much better without. 


The Rage of Dreſs will faſten 
upon you; but remember, that 
over- dreſſing rather detracts from 
real Beauty; ſince Malice is always 
ready enough to fuggeſt that Wo- 
men borrow Charms from their 
Dreſs. Neither feek to diſtinguiſh 
yourſelf by any affected Singularity 
1 your Cloathsz it only ſerves to 
paſs fuch as give into ſuch Affecta- 
tions, for nonſenſical Women, or 
hetle Creatures that want to be re- 
| roarkable. As at Paris no-body 
knows 
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a FEMALE FRIEND. 7 


knows one another, and that Dreſs 


confounds, to Appearance, all Or- 
ders, and Conditions, it is the Air 
alone that can diſtinguiſh the vulgar 
of Women from the others. In 
vain do thoſe of no Rank cover 
themſelves with rich Stuffs, or light 
themſelves up with Brilliants; all 
will not rid them of the ordinary 
Citizen Air, One always ſhows 
ſomething of the Condition one is 
born in; and nothing but an extra- 
ordinary Education can repair the 


Detects of Birth and Figure. 


You will ſtill Read. But take 
Comfort ; the Lives of the Saints, 
the Bible, Moral Eſſays, Sermons, 
which 1 ſuppoſe you are by this 
Time furfeited with, will give way 
to other Books. Crebillon, L' Abbe 
Prevoſt, Marivaux, will ſoon drive 
before them thoſe gloomy Ideas of 


Devotion, which have been inſtil- 


ed into you. You will ſee another 
Sort of Morality, than thar 
B 4 of 
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of the Saints which has ſo much 
edified you. Your Books of Pie 
will be ſucceeded by the new 
Pamphlets, and you will find all 
another kind of Amuſement in thoſe 
ſo prettily turned Nozhings, and 
which, at your Age, it is ſo dange- 
rous to read. 


But ſhall I. Miſs, deal with you as 
a Friend, fincerely? no Books of 
this Sort are by any Means fit for 
you: Stay till you are married be- 
fore you venture upon them. Then 
if your Imagination ſhould be led 
aſtray, ſo much the worſe for your 
Huſband ;: that is his Affair: But, 
whilſt you are yet in the Maiden 
State, avoid all that may inflame 
the Mind. Neceſſary it is that you 
ſhould read, but pick your Read- 
ing. I ſhould be for your begin- 
ing by the Hiſtory of your own 
Country, the Characters of La 
Bruyere, the Fabulous Hiſtory, and 


the Genealogy of our great F 7 
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hes: It is good to know thoſe one 
is often to ſee, or converſe with. 
Write a great deal : Writing forms 


the Style, and improves one's Lan- 


guage, which it 1s a Shame for a 
young Lady not to be acquainted 
with, Write then: Make Remarks 
on your Reading, your Memory 
will by this Means take the ſtronger 
Impreſſion of what you read : You 
may beſides cultivate your other 
Taknts. You underſtand Muſic, 
you touch the Harpſicord ; this may 
ſerve for your Amuſement, We 
cannot be always with thoſe we like, 
and better it is to be alone than with 


thoſe we diſlike; in which Caſe, 


theſe Talents ſave one's Solitude 
from being tireſome. | 


Do not go too often to public 
Entertainments, , if they improve 


your Taſte, they ſpoil your Morals 


they ſoften too much the Heart, 
and give it a turn to Tenderneſs. 
Beſides, one has the more Pleaſure 

a B 5 for 
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for ſeeing them the ſeldomer, and 
you will preſerve yourſelf the longer 
a new and agteeable Face, for 
ſhewing it but rarely, T have ſeen 
ſome very pretty Women upon 
our Walks, who had been admir'd 
and follow'd for ſome Months, and 
who were no longer look'd up- 
on, becauſe they had, by being too 
laviſh of their Figure, made it too 
cheap to the public Eye. 


Things, upon Acquaintance with 
them, loſe of their Value, whilſt 
thoſe that are rare, and held up, 
beget a Sort of Veneration. Have 
you a Mind to be a long-time hand- 
ſome? Show yourſelf but rarely. 
Have you a Mind to raiſe a gene- 
rate deſireto be acquainted with you ? 
Make that Acquaintance difficult to 
be come) at. You will create the 
more Wiſhes, the leſs you content 
People's Curioſity concerning you. 
Never yourſelf draw the Veil entire- 
ly from over your Qualities; it is 
for Time alone to lift it wholly Ps 
an 
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and to that truſt this Office. Moſt 


of our pretty Women have only 
their Day, ſome no more than their 
Hour; at the End of which, you 
have ſeen and heard all that is 
worth of them for their whole Life. 
Were they to live an Age, -they 
would afford no new Diſcovery: 
Their laſt Reſource is to haunt a 
World, in which they were once 
told they were handſome, and of 
which they are for ever talking, 
when too it has no longer any Thing 
to ſay to, or of, them. 


Once more, do not be too free 
of your Company, nor thereby loſe 
that Veneration and Eſteem ever paid 
to Things rare and novel, Even 
the greateſt Beauties ſtale upon the 
Eye, by being too familiar to it. 
Judge of this Effet by yourſelf, 
when you will have been often at the 
Opera. Every Time you ſee it, 
it will leſſen the Surprize which the 
firſt Sight will have thrown you in- 

tO, 
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to, and, inſenſibly, when at it, you 
, will find yourſelf as eaſy about it, 
a if you was at a common Play, 
at an Aſſembly, or at Table. There 
is but one Diverſion which always 
appear d new to me; and that is, 
Balls. I was never at any, that I 
was not pleasꝰ d. I believe however 
that this is an Effect of the Paſſion 
that I have always had for Dancing, 
and a great Noiſe. The Hurry and 
Tumult give me a certain Flutter of 
Head, that perfectly intoxicates me, 
and that I was for a while long de- 
lighted with. The Variety of Ob- 


jects fo diſſipates and takes one up, 


that there is no room to think of 
any thing elſe, provided one is not 
with the Perſon one loves. That 
Company indeed ſpoils every other 
Object: Then every Thing that 
pleaſed before, incommodes, and 
even tires one. To taſte thoſe 
Pleaſures, as well as others, one 
_ have a Heart as free as I 


Would 
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Mould you be ſociable ? throw 
all poſſible Sweetneſs into your 
Temper.. Let no one feel your Su- 
periority. Your Wit, Talents, Me- 
rit, Rank and Fortune, will be a 
Burden irkſome enough to the 
Self- love of others, without the 
additional one of Oſtentation. 


Rarely make advances: There 
are thoſe of ſuch an Humour, that 
your ſeeking them, proves a Hint for 
their keeping off. Beſides, I fancy 
it is beſt to know People very well, 
before you riſque an Acquaintance 
with them. If one ſhould expoſe 
one's ſelf to no more, than contract- 
ing a tireſome, inſipid one, is not 
that more than one would chooſe? 


I ſhould not myſelf much care 
to ſerve for a Foil, or ſet - off to any 
one. One ſhould never then appear 
but in Company with ſuch as do not 
out-ſhine us, A beautiful 1 12 — 
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looſes its Value, when expoſed to a 
Compariſon with ſomething more 
beautiful. | 


There are few Women, that there 
own Sex can propoſe to themſelves 
for Models, becauſe there are fo 
few that can deſerve Imitation, Be- 
ſides, our Self-love generally 
ſuades us, that we are as 1 0 
leaſt as any other; Self- love exa- 
gerates to our Eyes, the Faults we 
are aſſured we have not, and makes 
us hold cheap thoſe good Qualities 
that we cannot pretend to. 


Shun the ridicule of managing 
ſo as to be talk'd off. It is an old 
ſaying, that the Woman of good 
Reputation, is ſhe that has nothing 
ſaid of her, and this is eternally 
true. It is ſo difficult to be praiſ- 
ed by all the World, that one 
ſhould renounce the Deſire of being 
known, or expoſe one's ſelf to a 


Number of malicious Obſervations. 
Who- 
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Whoever obtains by her Wit, or 
her Talents to be talk*d of for them, 
will obtain it at the Expence of 
her Reputation. It is but in Courſe, 
that Women unfavourably dealt 
with by Nature, ſhould attempt to 
depreſs, and darken, all that ren- 
ders them hideous, or contempti- 
ble, by Compariſon. 


The Character of a Wit will be 
allow'd you on no other Condition, 
than your talking Nonſenſe, and 
your faying a Number of filly, 
futile Things, which you are to 
bring out with a drawling Tone of 


Voice; or that you ſhould diſplay 


a giddy Vivacity in thoſe Inſtants, 


that it would be propereſt to be 


grave and reſerved 1n, and a lifeleſs 
Indifference, where one could not 
ſhow too much Vivacity. 


You will paſs an Examination, 


and you will do well to gather u 
thoſe 
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thoſe Opinions that you ſhall have 
2 yourſelf, at your firſt 

ce, and that you ſhall 
mile worth your Attention. Talk 
little, and hear the more: Be ex- 
tremely delicate in your Choice of 
Acquaintance: Let no Conſidera- 
N Daene 308 you to ſee 


bad Company 
125 mean TY men of ntrigue, Female 


Hypocrites, Coxcombs, Fops, Men 
of no Principles, o Conduct: This 
is what a young ſhould care- 
tully avoid. The © World judges of 
a Man by the Choice of his Miſtreſs 
his Friends, and his Books, and of 
a Woman by that of her Company, 
and her Lover, 


Though it is ſaid, that Perſons 
who talk well never tire one: I am 
not of that Opinion : A great Volu- 
bility of Tongue is always apt to 
ſtun, and'thoſe who talk a great 
deal, are ſubject to ſay ſome very 
common, and often very inſignifi- 

cant 
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cant Things. Women, who have 
this Failing, talk away, right or 
wrong, upon what they do not un- 
derſtand, and, for the moſt Part, 
ſeldom underſtand what is faid to 
them, Silentious Perſons have com- 
monly two Advantages, the one 
of judging thoſe who do talk by 
their Diſcourſe, the other, of im- 
roving themſelves by the good 
T hings they hear, and of remark- 
ing the bad ones, ſo as to avoid 
them themſelves. It is eaſier to 
give Attention to others than to 
one's ſelf, One is apt, in the 
Warmth of Converſation, to betray 
one's ſelf, and to difcover the Bot- 
tom of one's Heart, without per- 
ceiving it. 


Apply yourſelf to acquire a deli - 
cate and ſteady Taſte: It is the 
certain Mark of good Senſe and 
Education. There have been Per- 
ſons who, with a great deal of Wit, 
have wanted Taſte. A Want ow 
| as 
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has ſenſibly declared itſelf in all they 
have ſaid, writ, or done, There 1s 
to be ſure ſuch a Thing as being 
folid, without having a Taſte, but 
moſt certainly, there is no pleaſing 
without one. Women that have 
been well-bred are rarely deficient in 
Taſte, but the point is to have it 
exquiſite. | 


If the Women, who have been 
well-bred, have commonly Taſte, 
thoſe of them who have Wit too 


may judge very ſenſibly of a great 


many Things, but let them take 
care how they ſtep out of the 
Bounds of their Knowledge, if they 
reaſon upon any thing; one ſhould 
never talk of what one knows no- 
thing of; a Woman of Wit may 

is her Opinion on a Novel, a 

lay, an Entertainment; ſhe may 
talk upon Muſick, Balls, Diver- 
ſions, Gallantry, Sentiments, Cha- 
racters, Factions, Ridicules; all 


theſe are not out of her Sphere; 


but 


| 
| 
] 
] 
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but ſhe ſhould ſtick to theſe; if a 
Fancy ſhould take her to diſcant 
upon Morality at five and twenty, 
I would adviſe her to addreſs her 
Reflexions only to ſuch as will have 
the Senſe not to laugh at her for 
it. ä 


Admiration is due only to Things 
that are excellent; to ſhew any for 
fuchas are meerly . middling, is 
want of Taſte, and to ſhew any 
again for Things not worth one's 
Attention, is want of Diſcernment. 
Thus it is better to ſay nothing, 
than praiſe without Reaſon, and 
where the Subject is not worth it. 
If Surprize is look'd on as the 
Mark of a narrow Underſtanding, 
the Charge of Stupidity lies how- 
ever againſt ſuch as are neither to 
be affected with Admiration or 
Diſlike. 


Beauty, in any Thing, is made 


to procure us Pleaſure, to ſurprize 


our 
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our Senſes with 'Senſations pleaſing 
or voluptuous, according to the 
Objects; whereas diſagreeable Things 
are made to inſpire us with nothing 
but Horror or Diſtaſte, accordi 
to our Affections being more or les 
chaſten'd. 


Very little Eſteem is due to ſuch 
Friends as we may acquire by falſe 
Praiſes ; Compliments are of Uſe 
in Society, but they ſhould never 
be made at the Expence of Truth ; 
if they are not fit for the Perſons 
they are addreſt to, and thoſe Per- 
ſons have common Senſe, they are 
ſo many Affronts, which they can- 
not miſs feeling, and not for forgiv- 
ing. But if People are ſimple e- 
nough to imagine they deſerve ſuch 
Compliments, is not deceiving them 
almoſt as wretched as being in their 
Places? a Compliment prettily 
turn'd, and well plac'd, can never 
diſpleaſe; but, once more, it muſt 
have ſome Relation to Truth; mo 
u 
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ſubmiſſive Adulation 1s fit for none 
but Courtiers and Footmen. 


One of the greateſt Happineſſes 
is, to know how to be CaffSent to 
one's ſelf. Life is full of empty 
Inſtants, and the fewer falls to one's 
Share the better ; the great Point 
then is, how to fill them, One 
would think, as Things go, that a 
married Woman had learn'd no- 
29 whilſt a Maid, but in order 
to forget it when married; Play, 
Viſits, the Toilette, every thing 
has its Turn, except preciſely what 
might render her amiable ; 1 ſhould 
be ſorry to ſee you fall into this Me- 
thod, with the Diſpoſitions that 
you have to every Thing that is 


good, it would be great Pity that 


you ſhould deſtroy your Time like 
the reſt of your Sex ; remember 
that the Seaſon of Youth is the only 
one of Learning, and that an Age 
muſt come when Pleaſures turn 
their Back upon us, and a Woman 

will 
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will want a Number of Reſources 
to comfort her for this Deſertion. 


I would not either adviſe you to 
give yourſelf up intirely, to Study; 

it neither becomes your Age, nor 
your Sex; beſides, ſuppoſe you 
knew a great deal, this would ſcarce 
be of any Uſe but to yourſelf only ; 
it is highly neceſſary to obſerve an 
extreme Modeſty with regard to 
one's Knowledge, and to conceal 
carefully, eſpecially before thoſe of 
your Sex, that you know any Thing 
they are ignorant of. 


It is only for Princeſſes, deſign- 
ed, by their Birth, to marry into 
other Countries, to learn foreign 
Languages; it is very unneceſſary 
for private Perſons of our Sex to 
know them; the Time conſum'd 
in learning them, would be better 


employ'd in acquiring Talents that 


might render them agreeable to all 


the World. What is it to me, that 
Madam ſuch- a- one underſtands La- 


tin 
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tin or Engliſh, to me who, I ſay, un- 
derſtand neither ? - But it is very 
material to me, that ſhe ſhould 
reaſon well, becauſe Reaſoning is 
what belongs to me too. What do 
I care whether ſhe can read the an- 
tient Authors or not, if ſhe does 
not underſtand the French ones ? 
Muſt it not be very amuſing for a 
Woman's Huſband, or her Friends, 
that ſhe is qualified for an Interpre- 
ter's Place? There is required an 
infinite Time to arrive at a Know- 
ledge of Languages; ſo that to 
have learn'd them, it is not poſ- 
ſible but one muſt have neglected 
the moſt eſſential Part of Education, 
which is, to underſtand one's own 
well, and to write it accordingly. 
I would gladly ſay what Mr, *** 
once ſaid to his Wife, who was 
puzzling her Head to learn Spaniſb, 
„For God's ſake, Madam, en- 
“ gage rather a good Dancing- 
Maſter to teach you to walk, 
and come into the Room with a 


© good 
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* Air, and do not din my 

s with your half-a-dozen Spa- 
« ib Words, that you will never 
* pronounce right neither.“ 


J had myſelf once taken an Tra- 
tian Maſter ; the firſt Leſſon tired 
me, at the ſecond I loſt all Patience, 
and at the third 1 diſmiſsd my 
Teacher, having learn'd at leaſt 
this, that I could learn nothing of 
that Sort, as my Vivacity did not 
_ with the dry, tedious _ 
ples of a Language. One Da 
remember, that I placed myſelf 
fore a Glaſs, with a Grammar in 
my Hand, I repeated ſome Words, 
at the ſame time obſerving what a 
Face I made, which appear'd to 
me ſo very ridiculous a one, that in 
a Pet I fat down to my FHarpſi- 
chord, and view'd myſelf a play- 
ing: Oh! ſays I to myſelß now I 
am right ; this is an Occupation 
that becomes a young Perſon; away 
then with Dictionaries and Gram- 
mars, 


J 
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mars, and let us try to make our- 
felves Miſtreſſes of an Inſtrument, 
that may delight ourſelves and o- 


thers. 


.,, Your learned Women make but 
an; aukward Figure in the World, 
whether from the Envy they pro- 
yoke, or whether it is really out of 
Character for them to talk upon 
Subjects that ſeem not made for 
them. Converſations upon State- 
Affairs, or N do not ſit 
well at all upon Women; they re- 
quire a Seriouſneſs that miſ- becomes 
them; and pray behold ! Is it not 
a fine Occupation for one of our 
Sex to ſet up a-nights reading the 
Father [Queſye!, or the Provincial 


Letters? I had rather give my 


Daughter La Fontaine's Tales to 
read, than any of thoſe Books ; when 
the worſt that could happen, would 


be, that ſhe would know Things 


that ſhe would take ſpecial Care to 
conceal that ſhe knew. But was ſhe ' 
C even 


- 


| 


* 


even to be ſuſpected of ſuch read» 
ing, I would prefer it to the hear- 
ing her hold Arguments like a Doc- 
tor of the Sorbonne. 2115 


Controverſies on Religion pro- 


duce ſeveral bad Effects; they in- 


ſtill a Spirit of Contradiction, and 
Diſpute, that does not become us; 
one falls by them into a Habit of 
being of nobody's Opinion, and 
inſenſibly one acquires an unpdlite 
Harfhnels of Tone and Voice. 


If you have a Mind to ſtrike in- 
to Devotion, do it with pure Sim- 
plicity.z have a good Director in 


| this new Road, and three or four 


Books of Piety ; this is enough to 
ſet you up for a Saint, F ſuch a 
Deſire gets into you. I ſhould 
however be ſorry that you gave in- 
to what is generally underſtood by 

ee 3565: ee, 8 
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Devotion, there would be a great 
- deal of fine Senſe loſt to the World; 
- for, not to 'deceive yourſelf, you 
muſt not expect to paſs at once for 
a Woman of Senſe and a Bigot; 
- © Bigotry inſpires Scruples, and thoſe' 
Scruples cramp the Underſtanding. 
The Women who profeſs Devotion, 
fly the World, and it is in the World 
only, that are to be found thoſe 1 
htly, ſparkling Converſations, 1 
breath Politeneſs, and Gaiety; 4 
amuſe the Underſtanding, and ex- 1 
erciſe the Imagination. No! It is i 
not lawful for a Woman and a Bi- 
got to have any Imagination but l; 
that: of a St, Tbereſa, or a Mary- 1 
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Not to ſcandalize the Reader, it ſhould 
be obſerved here, that Devote and Devotion 
in the Original, convey Ideas impoſſible to 
render into Angli/, but by the Definition of 
their being a Diſtinction from the Characters 

Piu and Piety, in their taking a ſtrong 
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à·la Cogue. She muſt of all Ne- 


ceſſity renounce Pleaſures; the Au- 
ſterities of a penitent Life, do not 


at all agree with the Satisfactions and 
Vanities of the World; good- 
night-t'ye, Dreſs, and public Di- 


verſions 3 and i 18 * of all, 


adieu toG lenny: 


1 aſk'd, once, a very 2 15 
dy, what had coſt. her the moſt Re- 
gret to quit, when ſhe took to De- 
votion ? She anſwer'd me very in- 
genuouſly: her Converſations of 
Gallantry, and her Paint: And in- 


deed they muſt be too dear to part 
with eaſily. Ho can one bear to 
renounce the Pleaſure of being told 
that one is handſome, lov'd, ador'd, 

and Stuff of this Sort? How ap- 


The fifſt compos'd a Book full of the 
moſt enthuſiaſtic Extravagancie+ ; the other 
had her Life wrote by an Archbiſhop of Sens, 


who was heartily laugh'd at for the Puerili- - 


ties, and myſlie — that he crouded 
into it. 
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pear with the Face of 'one dead and 
dug up again, after wearing one en- 
liven'd with the choiceſt Colours ! 
This is terrible: But the worſt is, 
that after having embrac'd ſuch a 
State of Mortifcation, one often 
grows tired of it, and obliged per- 
haps at laſt to return into the World 
again; after quitting it ſome Years 
before, with all the Parade imagin- 
able. This, in my Opinion, is the 
Height of Folly; you cannot think 
what a bad Effect ſuch aReturn pro- 
duces; a Woman, in this Caſe, 
av for having an unſettled Head, 
or not knowing what ſhe would be 
at, or what to do with herſelf. 
Remember, then, Miſs, that when 


once you have openly declar*d your- 
ſelf on the Footing of a Devout Per- 


ſon, you muſt continue ſuch for 


Life ; you muſt ſupport the Cha- 
racter you have taken up, though 
you ſhould be moſt cruelly tired 


with it all the reſt of your Days. 


But indeed it is not at your Age 
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that this Taſte often takes one; it 
commonly waits till one has liv'd 
a Score of Years in the World, 
when one has been a bad CEcono- 
miſt of Pleaſures, and that they 
are become inſipid, and worn out 
by their Repetition z or perhaps, 
when one has gone through violent 
Vexations, and that one ſeeks in 
God ſome Comfort for the Mistor- 
2 brought upon us by our Fol- 

8. e . MEETS 


"There are beſides other Faults 
which: a Devotion, ſtrained beyond 
Meaſure, is apt to throw us into: 
Such as putting us out of Humour 
with others; inclining us to cenſure, 
uncharitably, the Actions of our 
Neighbours, and ever to give them 
the worſt Interpretations; and, in 
ſhort, rendering us ſour and inſup- 
portable to ourfelves and to others. 

ee then what-the Devotion of moſt 
of the Women of theſe Days pro- 
duces. I have never, however, 
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retended that a well-born, well- 
red young Lady ſhould not have a 
due Share of Piety. I maintain, 
even that it is abſolutely eſſential to 
have Religion; it is the Foundation 
of all Virtues. But I would wiſh 
her to have it in the Way that a 
Man ob Senſe has it, clear of Su- 
—— The Girls who have 
ed long in a Convent are gene- 
rally made up of them, but fer 
your Part, I fancy the gay World 
you 'are going, into, will won rid 
you of chem. 


If Dewey is ; abſolutely effential 


to a Woman in her Dreſs and Be- 


haviour, it is quite' of a different 
and greater Im e in her Lan- 

guage. uage. A Woman is judg'd of by 
er Converſation; if ſhe talks il, 
ſhe is pronounc'd ill-bred ; if well, 
her Education. appears in the Lan- 
guage. I do not recommend to 

you, to avoid double Meanings; 
2 welk-bred young Lady ſhould 
C4 not 
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not even underſtand them; though 
the Converſations at preſent take a 
pretty looſe Turn, it is ſtill indecent 
for a young Lady, eſpecially a 
Maid, to put in for a Share; when 
ſhe underitands what is ſaid, ſne 
has but two good Expedients for it, 
either to laugh with the Company, 
or not to have heard what ſhe did 
hear: For to turn grave upon it, is 
only a Piece of Prudery that en- 
courages the Witlings to redouble 
their Extravagances, or expoſes one 
to make a bad Figure, in keep- 
ing up an awful Air that awes no- 
body. | 


1 ATC 


Verſes are what you ſhould never 
make; it is too hard to make good 
ones. Of all the Talents confin'd 
to Man, this is perhaps the moſt 
ridiculous one in a Woman. 1 
ſnould think a Woman at the Head 
of her Work men, with a long Rule 
in her Hand, directing the Eleva- 


_ tions of a Wem a leſs odd 
Sight 
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Sight than one breaking her Brains 
to compoſe two or three Stanza's of 


a Song. Languages, Poetry, the 


Laws of the Kingdom, Matters of 
Religion, all theſe fine Things are 
intolerable in a Woman, and ſo I 
warn them in the Name of all Men 
of Senſe, 2 


If Talking well is the Mark of a 
good Education, Writing well is 
that of a Woman of Wit and Senſe; 
it is the Style and Manner of Writ- 
ing which diſtinguiſhes an ordinary 
Woman from one of Parts and Un- 
derſtanding : Talk well, but write 
better ; think well, and think aloud 
with your Friends; but, above all, 
try to expreſs yourſelf with eaſe. 
To acquire an caſy Delrvery, it is 
neceſſary to know one's own Lan- 
guage thoroughly, and the juſt Va- 
lue of each Termz for want of 
proper Expreſſions, one is often ſtopt 
ſhort, by the Fear of hazarding 
improper ones, Madam de is 
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an admirable Figure to look at, but 
her Intereſt is that ſhe ſnould not 
be heard; every Word ſhe pro- 

nounces detracts from her Perſon, 


ll ſhe talks you out of the Charms 


of it, and one leaves her as un- 
regtettingly as if ſhe was down- 
right ugly; thus with all the Luſtre 
of her Eyes, and the Life of her 
Complexion, ſne could never pre- 
ſerve her Conqueſts, but, hard 
Fate:!- ſhe loſes: by her. Tongue; 
er na her Face, 


Exceſs of Raſhfulneſs ĩs what one 
ought by all Means to ſhake off; 
a noble Aſſurance lends. a great 
Grace to: the Figure, and does 
Wonders in Converſations: Baſh- 
fulneſs makes one awkward: and con- 
fus*d'; for want of a little Courage, 
one is afraid of venturing to ſpeak; 
one looſes the Occaſions of ſaying 
good Things, and of putting one's 
ſelf forward. Fortune loves the 
Bold, and Women are Ty 
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ſv; but it is not tile Character 
become the moſt; when a decent 
Aſſutance is accompanied with Wit 
and Beauty, there is nothing can 
ſtand before it; bart was one even 
to fall ſtfiort of all one's Pretenſions, 
I am ſtill more pleaſed with a mo- 
deſt Timidity than with the op- 
poſite Exxeſs. 


The Art of Pleaſing is of all 
Arts the greateſt; when one hap- 


pens to pleaſe; all Points are gained, 

or eaſy to be gain d. This Talent 
depends on that Fe ue ſtui quoi, ſo 
difficult to deſeribe, and which there 
ate ſo few who poſſeſs, that thoſe 


- who'do poſſeſs it ought to thank 


Nature alone for it; for ſhe alone 


can beſtow it: All the Study in the 


bean Has nothing to ſay' in it. 


A handſome Out- ſide carries with 
it Serenity and Aſſurance, The 
juſt Conſciouſneſs of a Certainty of 
Phaſing,” is the beautifuleſt Orna- 


ment 


* 
is 
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ment of a beautiful Perſon. The 
ugly of our Sex betray an Air of 
Envy and ill Humour in their 
Countenances, which renders them 
yet more inſupportable; and in 
Fact what a erben Lot is that of 
an ugly Woman! 


An ugly ot has 1 no Way of 
making up what ſhe wants in Point 
of. Perſon, but by cultivating and 
embelliſhing her Underſtanding, 
if ſhe. bas a good one, if not, ſhe 
muſt renounce all Pleaſures ; they 
are not made for her: There is 
but God alone who can afford any 
Conſolation to a Woman who is, 
at once, ugly and a Fool; and this 
is what thoſe of this Species find 


out of themſelves, * a Sort of 


peculiar Inſtinct, for they are ge- 
nerally en 1 in their own De- 
A. | 


| Graces, and a Delicacy of Manners, 
are of more Importance to Women 
rt. even 


D =aurs..c c@Qc.-c+: 
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even than a handſome Perſon, With- 
out the Graces, Beauty is ever with- 
out the Power of pleaſing: Without 
Delicacy of Manners, all good 
Actions loſe of their Value; and 
though both theſe Qualities are beſt 
when natural, yet is it poſſible to 
acquire them. It is for Art to cor- 
rect, or improve Nature, thus ex- 
cellent Maſters, and good Compa- 
ny contribute a great deal towards it. 
Elegance of Manners confers Di- 
ſtinction, and proclaims the Wo- 
man of noble Birth and Education. 

One often ſees People whoſe Figure is 
far from handſome pleaſe however, 
and greatly too; and this Advantage, 

and the greateſt of all Advantages it 
is, they owe purely to that certain Je 
ne ſcai quoi, in their Air, and _—_ 
ner of oy every Thing. 


— 0 Senſe is of the 
moſt dangerous Conſequence: If a 
Woman pleaſes only by the Charms 
4 her Perſon, the Paſſions 

5 
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ſheinſpires, are of no long Duration. 
A Girl whoſe all of Merit lies in her 
Charms has. but two Courſes to 


. take; the one and the beſt, is to be 


exceedingly virtuous, the other to 
plunge, without Reſerve, into un- 
bounded Gallantry. There 
no Wit; or Senſe, to make a Num- 
ber of Conqueſts, and change Lovers 
often ; but there requires more Wit 
and Senſe than fall to moſt Womens 
Share, to fix a ſingle one, When a 
Woman is without either, ſettles her 
Heart upon à Man, who has the 
Advantage over her, in thoſe 
Points, what Vexation has 'ſhe not 
Mr e or prepare for? 


But to 3 with 
whom! you will have to live and 
converſe; the ſureſt Side for an 
3 Girl, who would wiſh 

de perfectly happy; would 
bit ſee no Woman at all. But 
how can that he? One has Female 
RIO thereare:Viftns of De 
cency 
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cengy that muſt be paid and receive». 
12 Your only Way then muſt be, 
ly yourſelf to know perfectly 
reg characters of thoſe you will be 
obliged to ſee often enough for 
them to be remarked amongſt your 
Acquaintance. But never make 
any Confidence to them of the Se- 
erets of your Heart, never let them, 
know what you think; be ſo much 
on your Guard, as not to ſuffer. 
them even to come to the Length of 
gueſſing you; never ſay any thing 
chat may diſpleaſe them; nor by 
any favourable Treatment, ſeek to 
be well with their Friends or Gal- 
lants; and yet, with all thoſe Pre- 
cautions, you will find it a hard 
Matter to defend yaur - e 
from them. 


This is your Seaſon of Life, which 
will. laſt you more or leſs for your 


being ſet up a Mark for Scandal, and, 
perhaps.. for Calumny to ſhoot- at. 


_ will not ceaſe to _— 7e 
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— nb have loſt your Charms; 
whil you' have . any left, you muſt 
lay your Account with your Reputa- 
tion, not being out of the Reach of 
Envy and Malice. If Friendſhip 
ſollicits you in F. avour of one of our 
Sex, very well: Show her as much 
Affection as you pleaſe, excluſive 
of your Confidence: 1 myſelf who 
love you very well, and who am 
the fitſt to blame the Faults of my | | 
Sex, would not-anſwer for my not 
betraying you, if I was in Compe- 
tition ot Lovers, or Beauty with | I 
you: At leaſt you will riſque nothing te 
by being extremely - reſerved with |} 1 
thoſe of your own Sex. This in my ft 
inion is a capital Maxim of | to 
Conduct for a young Girl, to ſet th 
to herſelf, and ſtick to, - when ſhe re. 
begins the World. tic 


When a Woman is ſo happy as ane 
to be born with a handſome Perſon, ] but 
it is great Folly to look for Faults | one 


in n that of others, The finding them by 
neither 
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neither embelliſnes ourſelves, nor 

renders a- whit leſs. amiable: thoſ; 

whom we undervalue. The. be 

Way is to allow candidly every one 

their own, and to agree with the ger 

neral Opinion, The Men, to whom 

we Addreſs our malicious Remarks, 

have Eyes, and all that we might 

ſay to the Diſadvantage of thoſe 

who find Favour in them, will never 

perſuade them that they are blind. 
p » | To" } 
It is remark'd in the Convent 

here, that you have an Air inclining 

to the haughty, and there is ſome 

Truth in it; but, could you even 

ſhake it off, I would not adviſe you 

to it: This Air has in it ſomething 

that commands Reſpect. To be 

really haughty becomes no Condi- 

tion; with one's Equals it is Folly, 

with one's Superiors it is Madneſs, 

and with one's Inferiors ridiculous, 

but to have a proper Daſh of it in 

one's Air, will make you be reſpected 

by, the Men, and keep the Women 

4111 II 
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in Awe. Such an Air; well quali- 
y' d, ſuppoſes too ſome Birth, Edu- 
cation, and Nobility of Sentiments : 
But, bysthis Air of Haughtineſs, I 
do not mean a grave, ſerious, ſet 
Pee, à hold Look, a ſolemn prim 
Manner, a formal Gait 3 nothing of 
All theſe: The Air of Haughtineſs 
J have in View cannot be affected, 
and muſt be born with us; it is a 
certain Nobleneſs that opens in the 
Countenance, a ſtately well - aſſur' d 
Port of Perſon, a decent comely 
Gefture, with an eafy Grace, and 
Politeneſs in one's Behaviour. The 
Manner too of dreſſing does not con- 
rribuxe à little to its Perfection: If 
ever you ſhould have the Mis fortune 
te take a Turn to Gallantry, this 
very Air would fave you Abundance 
of unpertinent Reffections on you; 


an indeed, who would be forward 
to attaek a Woman who carries in 
ber Countenance and Air the Cha- 
racters of Modeſty and Virtue ? 


* e'ſee every Day Women —_ 
rre· 


| 
| 
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and yet one hardly dares believe any 
Harm of them for the Awe they 
inſpire 3 whilſt the Decegey- they 
have preſerved makes one forget, to 
their Faces, that they gyer went 
altray ; ſo great a Power has that 
Air Jam ſpeaking! of. Nothing 
however contributes more to the 
Loſs of Reputation, than an Air of 
Indecency ; thoſe who have it are 
ſuſpected long before the N * 
weed: I fn U 


Make it your: Core to offcnd-n0- 
body : There are thoſe who never 
forget the Offences done them, nor 
quite without Reaſon; for wby 
Ns? they be mare e forgot than Ser · 
Vices' 


One recovers 1 from Ha- 
bg - Indifference, / or Indignation, 
7 _— from Contempt; thoſe we 

n a Level with us, bug 
lves above thoſe we de» 


ſpiſe ; 
«* 


arities have made ſome Noiſe, 


: 
: 
' 
: 
| 
: 
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ſpiſe; and rarely do we deſpiſe with- 
out ſome juſt Cauſe. Our Contempt 
then being founded upon the Know- 
ledge we haverof another's Vices, 
or natural il Pemper, Time ra — 
Power to change our Temper; 

What is natural to a Man can woke 
change : It! 18 deen ben, dies with us. 


0 Nothing eur more Hardneſs of 
Head — violent Prejudice and 
Obſtinacy: If Politeneſs ſometimes 
obliges us to give up a Point, even 
when we are in the right, what muſt 
it be when one is in the wrong, and 
knows it? When one uſes one*s-ſelf 
to diſpute with Obſtinacy, it is hardly 
poſſible but ſomething offenſive to 
the Perſon one - argues with ' ſhall 
eſcape one; the Converſation turns 
warm, and inſenſibly appear all the 
Symptoms of Anger? Moderation 
often conciliates Variances more than 
even good Reaſon, -urg*d! with Im- 
Fer o When J ſee People give 
oy" Es I: am filent from 


that 
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that Inſtant; then is not the Time 
to obtain a fair Hearing. Would. 
you bring a Perſon to be of your 
| a vou ſhould pave your 
. ay, by ſounding whether he is not 
prepoſſeſs'd with a contrary one. 
One ſhould never contradict point- 
blank; it is a ſure Way to lay one- 


* Lei open, and put People upon their 
F NGuard. 

l x RY 2 is a to Fl 
80 with People that are indifferent, to 


'& Ie; but it is a Breach of eſſential 
Duty to uſe any with your real 
riends z, with them Confidence, is 
e. greateſt, Proof of Friendſhip. 
\F riend ſhould ſee to the Bottom 
if your Heart: He ceaſes to be one 
when there is any T billy reſery'd 
he rom him. | Sy 


If I look'd 1 upo on you as a bit of 
n ordinary Underlkandin I would 


m- 
ive viſe on to Sou! no en at 
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all, it is ſo hard e it is ſo hard 
5 have enough. | | 


Try to cngag cds yer haveOc- 

ai for,” bur without engaging 
vourſelf: One ſhould always be in a 
Condition to break with indifferent 
People, without hn ones Re- 


proath'of” Eevity. 


| 
: ſ 

There is always fomerhing © to ) be — 
made of the Mistortunes of others: | © 
E che Perſons are indifferent to u. I 

whom they happen, one may. 

e all fair ava s of them; © 
I they are our Friends, one may} 
5 them yet cloſer to us, by af- 00 
fiſting them ; if Enemies, one ga 
the fearing them the tefs/;, and be 
they Friends, Enemies, or Ind 
ferents, their Example is: uſeful ty 
us. 1 hope M. de la Rocbefoucaulll 4 


lh nos 5: bol chi Vel in V rew 
wert he fays, „ That in 7 the Mi 2 
« forttitics 5 the Petfons who ar Ae 
4. moſt dear to us, there is alway hen 
« a ſomeſ . 
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1152 * that does not diſpleaſe 
66 us. a 


1 cannot ſee * Juſtice of that 
| Opinion, that it is hard to * the 
8 human Heart. One may, 1 think, 
2 ſafely ſuppoſe, that all Men covet, 
or deſire to have, a good F ortune, 
Honours, Reputation, Authority, 

I Gncere Friends, a virtuous WI ite, 
bel n  8grecable Miſtreſs, handſome 
"Bb irep, Birth, a good Figure, its 
wil alents,, Health; and as ſafely. pre: 
may z ounge, that whoever, by his f 
N courles or Actions, aims at perſua- 
ma ding, the World of his DiGoteref- 

educſs in thoſe Points, is a Eure. 
y a 7 
32 d r & Foal. | 


ol - When you would truſt a Secret to 
ud one, ever engage ſome Pledge of 
. his Secrecy. I will allow you to rely 
View len the Diſcretion of others, when 
. bay have as much Reaton to be in 

HAwe a, you, 4 ** have to fear 
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One ſhould always remember both 
the Good and the Ill that has been 
done us; the Good, that we may 
be grateful for it; the Ill, that we 
may know what wo think of thoſe 
from whence it came to us. If In- 
gratitude is the Mark of a little 
Soul, the forgetting of Injuries is 
that of a little Heart. It is not that 
Frecommend Revenge; on the con- 
trary, I would have them repay'd ff * 
| | with Contempt. No one was ever 
accuſed of wanting Generoſity, for þ * 

. having known how to defpiſe- his þ 
Will! Enemy; for commonly one does 
not-ſeek to do Harm to 'thoſe one 2 
i} holds in Contempt : No People have T 
| | greater Reaſon to enjoy their Secu- 
i than ſuch as are deſpis'd no- H 
4 boch thinks them worth deflgning ſiv 
18 againſt, 


There is <omething ſo mortifping 
in an Excuſe, that one ſhould take 


good Care not to expoſe one's-ſelf y e 
5 60 


g any Body. To aſk Pardon, is to 
confeſs one has been in the wrong; 
8 now it cannot be agreeable to any 
one, who thinks before he acts, to 
1. reflect that he has done or ſaid a 
je filly Thing: You may tell me, per- 
ic | haps, that one is ſometimes carry'd 
at | away by Circumſtances, and, as it 
©. | vere, forc'd to do Things one ſees 
d afterwards Reaſon to be ſorry for. 
od To this I anſwer, that ſuch a Caſe 
cor is ever Want of Forethought, or 
is Exceſs of Paſſion. Giddy unthink- 
Jes ing People are apt to furniſh Matter 
ine of Complaint to all who have any 
e Thing to do with them; and to pre- 
cu- tend, that neither the Head nor the 
no- Heart have any Share in the offen- 
ing ſive Things that eſcape them, is ex- 
i cuſing them by a new Affront; yet, 
i it muſt be own'd, that IIl- nature is 
ing] bot commonly the Vice of lively 
Jake Hege and that an unthinking gidd 
elk Head is rarely unaccompany'd wit 
"to Vivacity. 
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When you have once taken a Pet- 
ſon into your Friendſhip, and that 
he 'wants.your Services, do him as 
much and as many as you can; 
mind well not to miſs any fair Oc- 
caſion that ſhall preſent itſelf; ſeem 


as if you had ſtudy'd for it; one 


loſes all the Merits of paſt Favours 
if one does not, from Time to Time, 
keep it up by new ones: The Un- 


grateful never fail to accuſe ſuch as 


can ſerve them, and do not con- 
ſtantly do it, even of III-will to 
them. . gs | 


One ſhould put one's Friends to 
the Proof in the Beginning of one's 
ranking of them upon that Footing, 
and ſpare them when one is ſure of 
their Good-will, If it ſhould ever 
happen to you to have reckoned 
upon the Services of ſuch as ſhall 
have failed you in the Inſtants of 
Trial, reproach yourſelf for hot 
having known them better, an 

ſtudy 
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ſtudy more nicely the Characters of 
thoſe who remain attached to you. 
There is a critical Moment for moſt 
human Virtues, but eſpecially for 
F r e 


Keep as clear as you can from be- 
ing obliged z it. is better to engage 
others to owe us Gratitude, than for 
us to owe it to them: The more 
we do, the more remains ſor us to 
do, for our Friends ; {vo long as our 
Heart pleads for them, the, Occa- 
ſons to ſerve. them cannot be want- 
ing: I have heard People ſay, I 
have done every Thing for ſuch 
de a one; but unleſs this be ſaid as 
4 Reproach, it is over with their 
Regard or Affection, they love that 
Perſon no longer; for it is eaſy to- 
continue giving Proofs of it, were 
they to give no other than that of 
loving on; which, in my Opinion, 
16 on greateſt of all. 
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Tou have a Turn to Generoſity; 
this is right: Give then, Miſs, but 
give properly, and with a good 
Grace, that 1s the eſſential Point : 
Some People give, and give with 
ſo ill an Air, that they had better 
have been covetous; for then they 
would have kept all, and not have 
made any diſſatisfy d. If you can 
ferve any Body that you want to 
oblige, do it with all the Readineſs 
ou can, and in the moſt reſpectful 
anner; by this Means you will 
greatly inhance the Price of your 
Favours, in not letting thoſe who 
apply to you languiſh long in their 
Expectations from you, and you will 
augment their Gratitude or Ingrati- 
*tude: It is yet better to riſk laying 
Foundations: for Ingratitude, than 
to be good for nothing; but, withal, 
conſult your Means. The Man 
who, before it is too late, ought to 
be beggar d, or ſhut up in a Mad- 
houſe, is he who has the Heart of 


a King, 


err 
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a King, and the Fortune of a pri- 
vate Gentleman. 


Oſtentation ſpoils all the Merit of 
a good Action; 1 know a Lady of 
great Quality, who never gives to 
thoſe who apply to her, in their 
Neceſſities, but till ſne is got into 
her Coach; there ſhe calls her Page, 
open her Purſe, takes a Louis d'or 
out, and ſays aloud, give this to 
Mr. or Mrs. ſuch a One, pointing 
with her Finger to the unhap 
Object, who is oblig'd to ſtretch 
out his Hand to receive it. 


Would you know how to give ? 
Put yourſelf in the Place of the 
Perſon who is to receive from 
you. | 


Never take on you the diſagree- 
able Office.of being the firſt to carry 
bad News. One would not wiſh to 


be the Inftrument of hurting any 


one. Comforting thoſe who are in 
D 3 Affluttion 


54 ADVICE: #0 
Affliction is far more eligible. The 
beſt Way to flatter their Grief, is 
to lead them by gentle Degrees to 
the Means of making it ceaſe. I 
find nothing ſo difficult, as to re- 
ftore Tranquillity to the Minds of 
thoſe who are truly afflicted. I have 
often tried to exhort People to Pa- 
tience, ſenſible myſelf all the while, 
that I preached but inaffectually, 
a Virtue that I was never much 
acquainted with ; I fancy then that 
muſt be but with an ill Grace that 
one propoſes to others, what one 
does not practiſe one's ſelf : This 
I know, that I never made any 
Converts by my preaching, and ge- 
nerally left el er much out of 
Patience, as I was myſelf with "wy 
little Succeſs, 


- Inquiries and Calumnies ſhould 
meet with no Return from you but 
Contempt. To ſhow ourſelves ſen- 
fible of the Pain an Enemy gives 


us, is ſubſcribing. to him the very 
Satisfacti on 
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Satisfaction he deſired : The Plea- 
ſures of vexing us; taking no No- 
tice of any Thing that comes from 
him, in reſpect to ourſelves, may 
induce him to be quiet, when he 
ſees his Malice produce nothing. I 
have always look*d on any Stir about 
a Scandal as the Means to purchate 
it. | | 


The Emotions of Wande 
proceed neither from Anger nor 
Contempt. It is a particular Paſſion 
which partakes of both, one owes 
its Birth to our perfect Knowledge 
of good and bad Proceediags';* of 
which Knowledge too it is the 
Meaſure. There are U nderſtandings 
ſo quick as to conſtrue in an Inftance 
the Senſe of an Action, and are 
ſhock*d with a bad one, according 
to their more or leſs Penetration or 
Senſibility. It is then by Scorn and 
Indignation that the nobleſt Mmds 
repay the Injuries cat are offered 


them. 
D 4 Project 
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Project with Reaſon z execute 
with Judgments, prepare whatever 
.you undertake with good "Senſe ; 
manage with Diſcretion, and you 
will always ſurceed. 


Never hope to execute well an 
other Reſolutions but thoſe you ſhall 
make with a cool Head; whatever 
is reſolved on in a Paſſion, will be 
ill, or not at all, executed: Thus 
it one promiſes to one's ſelf never 
to ſee more a Perſon one loves and 
is diſſatisfied with: Whilſt the 
Paſſion ſubſiſts, this Reſolution is 
of no Effect; but when one has the 
Strength to put ſuch a Scheme of 
Abſence in Execution, depend upon 
it, one loves no longer. | 


It is not very clear nor deciſively 
ſettled, that our Happineſs does not 
depend upon ourſelyes ; Merit con- 
tributes ſomething, but a good on 

u 
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duct almoſt every thing. Lou 
will object perhaps, that as we are 
not Maſters of the Events, it is im- 
poſſible to ſet their Succeſs at Diſ- 
cretion. From this Objection, how- 
ever, I ſhall appeal to your own 
Experience : Have you obſerved 
any Vexation, Diſquiet, in ſhort, 
any moral Ill that diſturbs Happi- 
neſs, befall a Perſon, but what was 
to be accounted for by ſome pre- 


ceding Fault? No! If one was to 
follow ſtrictly the Guidance of good 
Senſe, Virtue, Juſtice, and Reaſon, 
in all one's Proceedings, one would 
be ſovereignly happy; but this high 
Point of Perfection is not the Lot 
of Man; the Divine Being has re- 
ſerv*d it to itſelf, The Point then 
is to propoſe it to ourſelves for a 
Model, and the Recompence will 
follow Step by Step, in the Succeſs 
you will be ſure of. 


Pay a juſt Regard to indigent 
Merit; but how, diſtinguiſh it at 
| Ds your 
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| your Age, when unrecommended 
by Fortune? One would imagine 
that the young Ladies of our Days 
were condemned to caſt their Eyes 
on nothing but the Glare of Rank, 
or the Merit of a fine Equipage, 
though the Owner perhaps has not 
one Virtue to intercede berween 
Contempt and him. 


If I know you as well as I think 
I do, I ſincerely believe, that ſhould 
one of thoſe amiable Men, whoſe 
all of Wealth er Fortune conſiſts 
in their perſonal Merit, ſlip into 
your Acquaintance, you would treat 
him with all the Regard and Di- 
ſtinction that you are capable of: 
But would you have the Courage to 
avow this Countenance openly ? 
Would not you be atraid that my- 
Lord-Duke, or the Earl, ſhould 
call you to Account, and aſk you, 
what the Devil you had to do with 
a Man without Birth or Fortune ? 
The — is, I own, ſomewhat 

em- 
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embarraffing ; but, indeed, Miſs, 
it will be your own Fault if you do 
not anſwer it as it deſerves. For 
my Part, I know what I have my- 
ſelf anſwered on the like Occaſion, 
and this I know too, that it was not 


at all to the Satisfaction of my 
Lord-Duke, or the Earl. 


An Averſion to all that is really 
bad, and- a Contempt of Ridicule, 
are the Marks of a noble Heart, 
and a fine Underftanding. Efteem 
Men of Senſe 3 dread the Malicious, 
and bear with Fools ; they are the 
ſtrongeſt Party. 


You are quick- ſpirited, and af 
impetuous Vivacity; this is a Tem- 
per you muft moderate; remem- 
ber that you have to live with Peo- 
ple to whom you muſt give Way, 
and ſubmit to, from Duty or Re- 
ſpect. There is no treating any one 
with Haughtineſs but Servants, by 


vhom too it is a ſure Secret to get 


onc's 
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one's ſelf hated, which one ſhould 
avoid being, even by the meaneſt of 
Mankind. 


Our Imagination procures us A- 
bundance of Pleaſures, orA bundance 
of Pains. There are ſome whom it 
forever tyrannically torments, with 
threatned Vexations, and anticipat- 
ed Miſeries, which often are not to 
happen at all: Others it promiſes 
Pleaſure to, which they are never 
to taſte but in Idea only; it would 
be well for both theſe never to have 
imagined at all. Moderate then 
your Imagination, and take Care 
that you do not lay yourſelf at the 
Mercy of its Illuſions. 


It is a difficult Undertaking to 
get the Better of ones natural Tem- 
per; but with Time and Reflexion, 
you may effect it. You will ſee in 
the World, that often the moſt vi- 
olent Perſons are ſuch as ſhow the 


moſt Moderation; it is by Dint of 


Struggles 


A ah 


© tt. ö 
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Struggles with themſelves that they 
have arrived, at length, at havin 
the Appearance of Gentleneſs an 
good Humour; there may be how- 
ever Occaſions that they will un- 
maſk in; their borrow'd Virtue 
will deſert them, but not till they 
have been driven to Extremities. 


Moderation is more a Woman's 
Virtue than a Man's; it ſeems as 
if our Sex was deſign'd more to 
tranſgreſs it; we are ſo little con- 
tradicted, and have ſo few Occa- 
ſions for Violence of Paſſion, that 
when a Woman is in a Rage, one 
would think ſhe had changed her 
Sex Women in low Lite are ge- 
nerally miſchievous, and nothing 
comes nearer the Spirit of Miſchiet 


than ſuch Furies. If Ladies of 


Quality were not within Reach of 
feeing one of theſe vulgar Creatures 
in their Paſſion, they would for- 
ſwear theſe outrageous Airs for Life, 
Anger turns frightful even Perſons 
of the moſt amiable Figure, and 

; aduce 
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induce thoſe of fineſt Wit, to ſay 
and do a thouſand Things, which 
always diſgrace, and ſometimes diſ- 
honour them, 


Avoid as much as poſſible thoſe 
whom you have a Diſlike to; but 
if Chance throws you into their 


Way, or you are obliged to ſee 


them, conceal your Averſion by all 
Means. Merit has Perſons enough 
to envy it, without making Ene- 
mies too, "which Contempt never 
fails to excite. Oblige the Selt- 
love of others, for its Nature is to be 
very” grateful. 


Mit has its dull Days as well as 
Looks ; and upon theſe Days, one 
may ſtrain till one's ſtiff without 
making a good Figure; in good 
Policy then one ſhould keep up, and 
not appear till their Influence is 
over. Envy and Malice watch 
thoſe Days, and make their Har- 
elt 1. them, i in their conſtant Em- 


ploy 
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ploy in looking out for Faults * 
Merit un & 


When one is ſatisfied with one's 
ſelf, one is rarely out of Humour 
with others. Whenever a Fit of 
Mood, or . Sullennefs takes you, 
make Haſte to fome worthy virtuous 
Action: This 4s the ſolid&{t Conſo- 
lation you can have to Self-loye. 


Good Actions are ſubject to no 
Regrets; the Perſons who do them, 
and are afterwards ſorry for having 
done them, whatever they may have 
colt them, may be ſure of not hav- 
ing the Virtue which ſeem*d to have 
occaſioned them: So true it is that 
certain Circumſtances oftner -deter- 
mines one, than a natural Inclina- 
tion to do Good. A Man - ſhall 
fight courageouſly before a Num- 
ber of Witneſſes, who perhaps 
would have been a Coward in a 
tte-a-tete with his Adverſary. A 
—_—_ may be all Virtue to a 

Man 
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Man whom ſhe diſlikes, that would 
have been all Weakneſs ro a Lover 
whom ſhe approved of ; another 
ſhall- beſtow Gifts from the Cer- 
tainty that his Liberalities ſhall be 
known. It is not then Compaſſion, 
Modeſty, or Courage, which are 
ſo often the Springs of Action as 
Vanity, Repugnance, and Oſten- 
tation. Once more, I believe that 
every Thing almoſt depends on 
Conſtitution and Circumſtances. 


Do not judge of People by a 
firſt Action, that ſhall have appear- 
ed in an amiable Light to you; wait 
tor thoſe that are to follow it. There 
are few Characters which ſupport 
themſelves evenly; a Man who 
does good has always ſome by View 


in it: Was Good to be done and | 


not to be known, few would do it. 
Before paſſing your Judgment then, 
take Care you do not deceive your- 
ſelf, If one quits all to follow the 
Fortune of a Friend, who is. inca- 

| pable 
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pable of procuring one a more a- 
greeable Situation than one actually 
enjoys, one may pronounce that 
Friendſhip is then the real Motive. 
But if the Friend has it in his Pow- 


er to give one more back than what 


one quits, it may be Intereſt that 
determines one, and you are the 
Dupes of the Sacrifice; you the 


Friend, and perhaps even he who 


makes it. Nothing is more com- 
mon than to have People boaſt of 
having left every Thing for the Sake 
of others; but if their Motives 
were ſtrictly examined into, one 
ſhould find they had laid hold of an 
Occaſion to get away from what 
they hated, or to proeure ſome Ad- 
vantage that they Ka not. On the 
other Hand, a moral Evil rather 
haracteriſes a Man: Thus he who 
$ capable of a bad Action is a 


Rogue. In this Senſe one may ſay 


hen, that God ſometimes impoles 
n the World, but Evil is * 
. vw , 
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What it ſeems, that is to ſay truly 
evil. enn os f 


Envy nobody: When you ſee 
People who appear to you to be 
happier than yourſelf, conſider that 
perhaps in Reality they are leſs ſo; 
if it is Rank that excites your Am- 
bition, remember that Rank is often 
but a plendid Servitude; a high 
Station in Life has ever the Perſon 
who occupies it too much under its 
Command. If it is a great For- 
tune you covet, I would adviſe you, 
for a Cure, to a {mall Dofe of Phi: 
Joſophy ; ſome Fortune, no doubt, 
is requiſite, but of what Uſe are its. 
Superfluities? One who is born to. 
a Thouſand a Year, is a Fool tot 
wiſh or be uneafy that it is not two 
Thouſand, unleſs it was with De. 
fign to ſhare it to the Indigent , bu Dp 
no! one ſpends in Proportion tot 
what one has, or nothing ſatisfies 
the Rage of accumulating RichesYp, 
ſince no Heap can be raiſed ſo hig 


uly 
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as the Wiſh of the Covetous will 
not overtop. If thinmg Qualities, 
or great Virtues provoke your En- 
vy, endeavour to acquire them. 
The ſhorteſt Way to obtain the 
Merit we wiſh to have, is to correct | 
thoſe Faults that are moſt oppoſed 
to It. 


Praiſes come hardly from us; 
Envy or Shame padlock ourTongue, 
when the Subject requires our exalt- 
ing thoſe of our own Sex, and eſ- 
pecially thoſe we are conſcious of 
having more Merit than ourſelves, 
The Men have ſomewhat more E- 
quity; a Man will readily enough 
allow Merit in another Man: Why 
this Difference? Our Praiſes, no 
more than theirs, detract nothing 
from the Merit of the Perſons who 
praiſes; on the contrary, if any 
thing, they add to the Value of the 
Woman, who has been the not 
Praiſing, where Praiſe was due. 


1 give 
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I give you fair Warning, that it 
is but too eaſy to take one who 
knows how to flatter, for a Man of 
Wit. This is a: Miſtake committed 
every Day. 

Without Scandal, there are many 
who would have nothing to ſay: 
Thoſe Women who from Idleneſs, . 
and natural Curioſity, are deſirous Ft 
of knowing what paſſes, are almoſt If 
all addicted to it; the only Differ- Id 
ence to be obſerved in their Manner u 
of dealing in it, proceeds from their 
different Degrees of Wit. Some 
there are who repeat ſimply the 
they know, or have heard; others} 
give every Thing a malicious Turn, oc 
according to their greater or leſs Tae. 
lent for Miſchief. To me it ſeemgth 
beneath a Woman of Birth and EPne 
ducation, to add any Circumſtancegnd 

at the Expence of Truth; th 
World ſubſcribes ſo many RidiculesFl 
that it would be perhaps more 5 
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If fible to know without cenſuring, 
it than, what is as often practiſed, 
ho ſto cenſure without knowing them. 


of 
ted Lay in a Stock of uſeful Know- 


ledge, it will cure you of an Itch to 
Scandal and Indiſcretion. 

an 
— Women are not naturally Ene- 
eſs, mies to Society; whence then their 
rous Fondneſs of Scandal? Not ſurely 
noſt from their Horror of Vice; ſince 
ffer-Jchoſe who deal the moſt in it 
nner ae not leſs vicious than their Neigh- 
theirbours. 

zoMme 
ie | 
ther 


Raillery is always ill received by 
Perſon who is the Object of it, and 
urn, Noes very little Honour to him who 
{Tapes it; any Deſign of ſtinging an- 
ſeemÞther is dangerous; one expoſes 
d E ne's ſelf ſometimes to very ſhrew'd 
rance$nd offenſive Retorts. There re- 
, huires great Wit and Delicacy to 
cules prettily, and a great deal of 
re or Supe- 
fi 
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Superiority over the Perſon jeſted 


with. 


One ſhould turn the deaf Ear to 
Slander; there is no living in Peace 
and Tranquillity, and liſtening to 
every malicious Story: The Love 
of Eaſe preſcribes the wer eve· 
1 T Hi”g/that = trouble us. 


There is a Sort en * 
times more flanderous than Speak- 
ing; and ] have myſelf occaſion- 
ally preferr'd Talking, and talking 
— the Purpoſe, to the holding 


1 Tongue. 


Ambition has mine many great 


Men, and has led many Women 


into Errors, who but for that un- 
happy Paſſion had been virtuous: 
Thus a Deſire of riſing over other 
Peoples Heads has often obliged a 
Woman to take Steps that haye jy, 
ſunk her beneath them, and herſelf 


too. The Ends of Ambition are 
rarely 
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d Wrarely accompliſhed without ca- 
© Wrefling ſuch as one would deſpiſe 

their Acquaintance, without theNeed 
to ¶ one has of their Services. There is 
ce Ha Dignity in waiting for Fortune, 
to Wand Honours ; but if they are not to 
Ve be come at without ſeeking, never 
ve- nake that Advance, at the Expence 
Ack Virtue, and a juſt * of 
dentiments. 


ak- MY The only Ambition allowable. ta 
on- Woman of Underſtanding, is chat 
ung Hef deſerving the Eſteem, and even 
ling Ie Admiration of Perſons of Ho- 

nour and Judgment; but that Point 
'' Will hardly be gain'd by in 
great Minto all the Follies of our 


un Think inwardly of the Publick 
dus: chat you pleaſe, but let all your 
Steps be directed to command its 
Reſpect: If you are ever reprehen- 
Idle in its Eyes, ex ect no Quarter, 
or that it will be ſo good as to for- 


gixe 
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give you z this is the moſt you could 
expect from a Friend ; but the Pub- 
lick will always remain the Enemy 
of private Perſons, and private Per- 


fons the Enemies to the Publick. 


One ſhould never neglect one's 
Friends, one's Reputation, or one's 
Fortune ; I ſhould not even blame 
any one for moderate Advances in 
their Favour, they are very wel 
worth it; beſides, Negligence pre- 
ſerves nothing, every Thing gives it 
the — The Indolent cannot be 

roperly ſaid to live, their Exiſtence 
1s a Kind of Sleep with their Eye 
open; what Life they have is per- 
haps all not more than ſufficient wi 
them to begin an Affair, which an- 
other, with more Activity, wouk 
finiſh in a Day. 
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As to Play, Ido not imagine this Vice 
will ever be your favourite Paſſion ,, 
- you - 
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your good Senſe: will never ſuffer 
you to take up wich ſo frivolous an 
Occupation: Play is the Paſſion of 
thoſe who have nothing elſe to do: 
All che Wortd lays, but one ſhould 
2 afford to this mufement no other 
Moments than whar 
employ d; 
her govern 
undo 


be greater Blindneſs ? But 

eren this Woman is loſs to be blame d 
Pen daa thoſt who had the Charge of 
ber Education. Were we early ac- 


b an coftorn'd wdove Neading, and thoſe 
"oY Oceypationahich/amuſe whilſt they 
us, few or none of us would 


be Gameſters. How do you like 
ae Women who,” from Four 
0Clock, when they riſe from Ta- 
WT". E ble, 
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ble, ſhall not leave their. Play till 


Ten, that they go to Supper? And 
when they do break up, they are 
either mad for having loſt, or af- 
fected with the malicious Joy of 
having won of their Friends. "Al 
the Female Gameſters love Money, 
and nothing is meaner, or viler than 
this Paſſion. One ſhould never play, 
but as one hears a bad 3 when 


one: NE ne wa 


Women will catch ap a. \ Ridicule 


as they do a Faſhion ; There has 
been a Time, when Vapours were the 
Air in vogue; another Time, when 
all fine Ladies were to act a delicate 
Sicklineſs; at another, when ſtranger 

t! they were to affect rude, 
robuſt Health. Be above giving 
into any of this Nonſenſe: It you 
are ſick, ſay ſo; if you, are well, 
do not refuſe your Friends the Satiſ- 
faction a RI 9905 in good 


Health, | 
Never 
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Never bluſh, Miſs, at being 
caught in the Exerciſe of Virtues, 
which are now out of Practice; 
they will not be leſs the Fruits of a 
happy natural Diſpoſition ; nor do 
you the leſs Honour in the Opinions 
of Perſons of good Senſe. If for 
Example, a Woman has a Tender- 
neſs for her Huſband, it is agreed 
oh that ſhe ſubſcribes a Ridicule to 
the World; but do you be above 
ſuch a Prejudice; ſhun thoſe 
Women who are aſhamed of being 
known to love their Huſbands, 
that he is the only Man on Earth, 
to' whom a virtuous Woman can 
ge authentic Proofs of Tender- 
neſs to. N f 


Few Propoſals of a certain Kind 
are made to a married Woman, but 
what ſhe has firſt encouraged by the 
Contempt ſhe has herſelt declared 
for her Huſband. 

. E 2 Never 
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Never amuſe yourſelf with turn- 
ing Coquet : It is of all the Satis- 
factions, that which laſts the leaſt, 
and blows upon Reputation the 
moſt.. In the firſt Place, to be one, 
you muſt take up a Charafter of 
Decent, which alone is ſo odious, 
Nor can Coquetry laſt longer, than 
whilſt one is young and handſome ; 
and that Seaſon, hieb paſſes ſo 

„leaves one no other Satis 
faction, than the Regret of having 
had a great many Lovers, who have 
not had Eſteem enough to. remain 
Friends. Bigotry then becomes the 
only Refuge of an antiquated Coy 
_ Now, will any Body deny, 
that ſuch a reſorting to God, is 
extreamly edifying? Are not theſe 
pure Converſions ? When God by 
this Means becomes the laſt Prayer 

of Women who know ng longer 
how to diſpoſe. of themſelves . other- 


wiſe, 


If 


3 ; | 


Life of another. 


— 
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If you wait to embrace a Religi- 
ous Life, till the Pleaſures of the 
World ſhall have left you; its Con- 
tempt, and Raillery will purſue you 
to the Foot of the Altar. 


Make a ſolemn Vow to yourſelf 


never to lie, Lying is a groſs 


Vice; and a well-bred Woman 


ſhould be clear of any Thing like it. 
There is no Dependance to be had 
on ſuch as have got a Habitof Lying : 


"Whoever betrays Truth, is very ca- 
ble of AN. his Friends; we 


ſpeak but with a View to underſtand 
one another, and the Lyar deſtroys 
as much as in him lies, the only 


Means of Communication between 


Man an Man. There can be but 
two Circumſtances in which a Lie 
may be excuſable; and thoſe are in 
the Caſes of ſaving the Honour, or 


E 3 Reputa- 
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Reputation is more precious than 
Life: So has been ſaid; and here 
is the Proct of it: One ſhall readyly 
expoſe one's Life to defend that of 
a Friend; but not one's Reputa- 
tion to defend his. 


Thoſe who are capable of loving 
with Vehemence, are ſubject to hate 
with Violence, Love and Hatred, 

though ſuch oppoſite Paſſions, may .; 
have Place in the ſame Heart. 11. 
know, ſeveral Remedies againſt F ., 
I. ove, but none; againſt Hatred. B 
Neither Time nor Reaſon weaken £ſ 4 


this Paſſion, eſpecially when it is » 
founded upon the Ill done us by 
"thoſe we hate. I know but the * 


Death of the Perſons ; whom we 
. hats, which can cure our nes 


Rarely one hates beyond the Grave. 

There is no wiſhing Harm to ſuch F 

4 e 2 104 £ 4 14 14 4 | yi 
as exiſt no longer.. „ || 4 
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Al the World have a Pro- 
penſity to Revenge. The Men 
Re an honourable Way of ſatis- 
fying it, which is to fight their 
Eneries. Women have ho other 
Way than Contempt. There are 

too many who will not be contented 
With that, but they are wrong. It 
is the only Arms which a Woman 
of Virtue and Senſe will make uſe 
of. All others diſhonour thoſe 
who betake to them. But, ſay you, 
how can one deſpiſe People who 
Have done us an Injury? Iris true, 
but whom we are forced for all that 


5 | to allow Merit to? My Anſwer is, 

/ that in ſuch a Caſe, one ſhould 

© I 'cither ſay nething, or what is yet I! 
[Uobler, do r- to one 8 rer 1 
nf Never give your Word, ole 4 
h you are reſolved to keep it even i 
$ ſcrupulouſly ; ever conſider the Na- 1 


ture of your Promiſes before you i 
| E 4 make 
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make them. In general none 
ſhould be made withomt due Re- 
flection: Promiſe fair, but per- 
form yet better than you promiſe. 
Take no Oaths in vain. Lovers 
are eternally ſinning in this Point. 
They often ſwear, about a Nothing, 
but, if you will believe. them, it is 
ever Something, that is the Cauſe of 
their breaking this Oath about No- 
thing. There ſhould, be no an- 
ſwering but for what entirely de- 
pends upon one's ſelf. And one 
ſhould never make other than con- 
ditional Promiſes to one's ſelf, or 
others, When one foreſees Incidents 
that may prevent its. taking Effect. 


Unevenneſſes of Temper do not 
always depend upon ourſelves. We 
appear, for the moſt Part, chearful 
or ſad, according to the Diſpoſition 
of our Minds for the Time; though 
it is the Courtezy of the World, 
to bear with the Caprices, and Fan- 

JS taſque 


S Faggg gag cg 
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taſque of a humourſome Woman, 
ſhe'is not the leſs infupportable to 
Society. A ſingle Whim may diſ- 
concert the beſt diſpos'd Company 
that is: It is abſolutely _— 
to have a Stock of Complaiſatice, 
to live well with others. When yon 
have any real Reaſon for Grief, or 
that your Humour inclines you to 
Melancholy, which will ſomerimes 
happen, lock yourſelf up, or receive 
none but ſuch intimate Friends, as 
will paſs by your Unevenneſs in 
Temper, and Starts of ill Hu- 
mour, or ſhare your Griefs. How 
often do we fee Women, whoſe only 
Joy ſeems to be to teaze and tor- 
ment their Friends with their 
ſtrange Caprices; and who think 
their Lovers are in Duty bound to 
bear with them all? They ſhall con- 
found People with an Exceſs of Ci- 
vility one Day, whom the next th 
will hardly look on, or vouchſafe 
to afford them an indolent Salute. 

2 I know 
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Jacen 8 Who will make 
nvitations to Dinner for, the Day 
foll qwing, and who, preciſely that 
e gw, their Chambers. Juſt 
Dinner is coming upon Table, 

ou are told that Madam cannot 
e She, has got a Head: 


the poor Husban d. is 
ER 0. the, Honours, of bis 
5 0 1 


— 2051 conceive any 

ing more ridiculous? And what 

a. TK Time thoſe muſt have 
of it, who have. to live with Wo- 
men of this Sort? *t 


The Qualities of the Head, and 
Heart, are what procure us Friends, 


but Beauty it is that procures us 
Lovers, ,The Men do not fall in 
love with an ugly Woman, though 
ſhe has never ſo much Wit. She 
may perhaps make herſelf be greatly 
loved; Eut moſt certainly not with the 
Paſſion commonly underſtood by 
Love, from which the Nature of 
the Sentiments ſhe inſpires muſt be 
different, 


r / IA. 2. es... Fe 
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different, and when called ſo, of 
courſe miſtaken for the Charms of 
the Perſon are what alone give 
Birth to Love. Love is nothin 

but an ardent Deſire of the i Roms 
Union with the Perſon one loves ; 
2nd Uglineſs is not of a Nature to 
excite thoſe Deſires z conſequently 
there is no ſuch "Thing as loving 


an ugly Woman, ualeſs there are 


Men of ſo odd a Taſte, as to think 
that handſome, which others, . by 
common Conſent, agree to be ugly. 
Happy thoſe Women who in their 
Lovers poſſeſs at the ſame Time, 
a true and faithful Friend! A Union 
which at once compoſes ſo honour- 
able an Encomium of their Form, 
and their Character, 


| Nothin can well be more flatter- 
ing than Go People of good Senſe 
to give us Proof of their Confidence 
in us. If any one ſhould truſt a 
Secret with us, we ought to keep 

it 
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it more .religiouſly than thoſe that 
concern ourſelves, and Which it 
ſtands us upon not to reveal. To 
be diſcreet 1s 2 certain Sign of ha- 
ving Judgment and Reaſon. W 
are, wes Juſt accus'd 
being incapable of Secrecy ; it is 
bee they ate, for the moſt Part, 
giddy, talkative, and unacquaint- 
ed with the Conſequences of the 
Do not appear curious of know- 
ing what you ſce People want to 
conceal from you ; there are better 
Methods of coming at whatever 
you have an Intereſt to know ; make 
as if you thought nothing about it ; 
this innocent Art lulls Suſpicion to 
ſleep, and you may make your Ad- 
vantage of it, to get out of People, 
in that State, what you pleaſe. They 
are off their Guard when they do 
not fear your watching them; and 
the Moment of their greateſt Se- 
18 FTE, renity 
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renity, is the critical Time for 


clearing up what you very fl want, to 
know. 


There are Things one 3 
be in a Haſte to learn, and thoſe 
re, whatever may diſpleaſe us when 
\ If known, it is great Folly to hunt 
iter what may vex us; as it is 
Want of Prudence to anticipate 

one's Pains; the good Senſe would 

be to ſpare one's {elf as much as 


one can of them. 

J 

r Vanity has made too many Wo- 

r nen take a Number of falſe Steps. | 
e How much Trouble have ſome put | 
I themſelves to? How many Ways 
o ud Means fallen upon, all to pro- 


I- cure themſelves no better than a | 
e, Certainty that they were deſpiſed ? | 


One ſhould never give one's {elf 
up intel to Grief ; Sorrow is a 
W, 
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low, and deprives the Head of its 
Liberty and Clearneſs enough to 
imagine Matter of Conſolation, or 
Expedients in one's Misfortunes. 
There is no Ill but what has its Re- 
medy ; but to hit upon it, we muſt 
arm one's ſelf with ſome Firmneſs. 
Courage is 4 manly Virtue, which 
exalts the Woman who poſſeſſes it 
aboye her Sex ; thoſe who have had 
it ina ſuperior Degree, have im- 
mortalized - themſelves by it. We 
live in Times, when'it is ſcarce poſ- 
ſible to ſhew it any where, but in 
the Heart of one's Family; this 
domeſtic Heroiſm then ' conſiſts in 
the Bottom of the Soul; our out- 
ward Parade of it is of little Im- 
port, but it is of great Help in Oc- 
caſions of violent Affliction. 


Immoderate Joys are ſhort-liv'd: 
Violent Sentiments cannot in their 
Nature laſt long: The Soul is not 
equal to them, and the Body ſuffers 


from 


ior 
not 
fers 
om 
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from them: Dread then Extreams; 
Thrſe Pleaſures are beſt taſted which 
are not ſo; quick as to be wor- 
ried 5 and, when moderately taken, 
leave) the Mind at Liberty to en- 
105 its Happineſs in the whole Ex- 
tent of it :. Beſides, it is danger» 
ous to give one's ſelf vp. with too 
much Ardour, to Pleaſure; there 
games a Time, when one is heartily 
ſorry < for having indulged them 
vith too much Senſibiſity and Ea- 
gerneſs; and that Time is, when 
one. becomes. tired and ſick of them; 


Young People fancy they can never 


ſoon, nor often enough enjoy their 
Pleaſures, but Experience will not 
tail to ſhow them how much we 
are deceived, 2035 
Our Sex is reproached with, Ie: 
vity and Inconſtancy; theſe Faults 
are owing to the. little Solidity of 
Character in moſt Women; they 
embark in Engagements with an 
incredible 
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id eredible Eaſinheſs; without exa- 
mining whether they are of a Na- 
ture to laſt, or whether the Perſons 
they engage with have the Quali- 
ties agreeable to Society, or to 
their Humours. How can Friend- 
ſnip or Love be ſuppoſed durable 
between two Characters totally op- n 
ite ; between two Perſons whoſe P. 
deas are different, and can nevet 28 
agree in the fame Opinion? It is 
Confermity of Sentiments only that 
can give Stability to Engagements; 
it is Sympathy that unites Hearts, 'C 
and that draws cloſe the Borids of 
Friendſhip or of Love. How ma- 
ny Afflictions might one ſpare one's 
Telf, if one was always to chuſe the 
Connexions that bid the faireſt for 
agreeing with one's Temper and 
Circumſtances? We ſhould not 

then ſee fo many Animoſities in 
Families, ſo „ ee forget IS 
their Duties, or ſo many Lovers 
falſe to their Oaths; but there is an 
Age, 


— — . 
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Age, which is never that of Reaſon, 
in which one follows blindly what 
; 8 firſt pleaſes one, and one is ſure to 


. K repentatLeifure, Engagements con- 
» © reacted in Haſte, 


'S i L could never * how Wo- 
nen educated under the Standard- 
ſe Prejudices, which in France, as wall 
er as elſewhere, are inculcated to all 
ik nel-brad nag — have 
at {Reſolution to e, by 
sz their Diſotders, Objects of tlie 
„Contempt and | Raillery of the whole 
of World. I ean conceive, indetd, 
1a- hom one may be carried away 1 
e's the Violence uf Cbnſtitution or Paſ- 
the on, and thut a Woman, actuated 
upon by one or the other, and of- 
ten by both, may commit Follies; 
ut it is abſolutely clear, that ſhe 
muſt have renounc'd all Serife df 
ume, her on Happineſs, all do- 
rers icate Satisfactions, before ſhe can 
; anfſhake off all Reſtraint, and give a 
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\ . Looſe to vicious Inclinations; be. C 
"ſides, of what Uſe is Virtue, if if ta 
did not make Amends to us for th: : 
Sacrifice of our Pleaſures and Incl. 
nations, by the Honour which rem. 
dounds to us from it, and by the de 
inward datisfaction that we feel whe Vi 
-we have nothing to reproach our ber 
I= malt: 5 In THEY rer 
| Po 
7 Our Sor is . to Deren for 
cies, and the ' Happineſs of ou but 
Liyes depends on our Obſervance a the 
them. There is ho being happ 
without, at leaſt the — 
of Virtue. fince that Woman if 
intolerable indeed, who, ceaſing tt 
an does nor ſtudy to ger lo 
* 18 4 41 arr J: \ b 
at T Nen. ; Pie 
l nos: e Nis, — 
Rank, a great Fortune, or . 
Beauty, excuſe à Woman for giv or 
ing into a ſicentous Life 4 Vier! om 
£qually Vice, in à Ducheſs or Per 


Need Cham 


+ 
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be. ¶ Chamber-Maid: The only Advan- 
tage of Rank is to confer a greater 
— upon its Diſorders, and 
to diſpenſe with one's Bluſhes. Wo- 
Imen of a lower Condition, are un- 
der a Neceſſity of e their 
Vices, or of meeting with a Num- 
ber of Mortifications in Life; there 
remains, at leaft to a Woman of 
Fortune, that Fortune for her Com- 
fort; but to the others, nothing 
but Ignominy and Shame, when once 
| they have Joſt: their . rorng 


Y A 


There are few vicious Men who 
de Parade of their Vices; but 
2 ious Women, on the contrary, 
Auſn at nothing 4 the Difference, 

believe, is owing to the greater 
Tes there is in concealing their 
Actions. / Hypocriſy is not com- 
17 only the Vice; of our Sex; the 
girconſtraint it ſuppoſes would be irk- 
ice Nome to our Pleaſures; and we love 
or tem and our Kale: too well, to ſub- 
nam mit 
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mit to it; but with all my Horrot 
for Hypocrites, I do not knoyſſt# 
whether they are not leſs odious ut 
me than a Perſon who ſhould dif. 
play his, Vices to broad Day-LightWac 
and brave the Public with an Oſte 


tation of them. 8 


ä on 
There i is no Prejudices peculizſpuc 
to our Sex which acquire the Shout 
and Semblance of innate Sentiment 
Modeſty, for Example, may by C 
ſaid to be almoſt born with Us z 4 "mM 
there are few Girls to whom it if 
not inculcated from their -tendereut: 
[Infancy 4 Modeſty is to the Woes 
men what the Point of Honour e i 
to the Men 3 Sentiments of Coat. x 
rage are abwapg inſtill'd into thenatio 
from the Senſe that the — | 
In 


made in their younger Y ears, 4 

the moſt durable; ſo it is of othe 

Prejudices, and it is Reaſon aloiiteir 

which can ſet us above ſome that arſhere 

VERIO to common Senſe, Thfeſſio 
Women 


rol Women. for whom they ſeem all 


done have been made, often get rid of 
which therart or oppoſe their 
di. leaſures, and that with: an Eaſe 


8 [0 


ht muy ought toſhame 
de Philoſophy of Men. If there 


ome Prejudices, there 1s great Im- 
al 
hoy 
nts 


ify,. in bearing them all. 


„ Giddinefs aud Vinacity have hurt 
ne Women, who hed no other 
it nuts $0 reproach themſelves with 


ere tfor nat having ſufficicruly guard 


" dagainſt bad Appearances, and for 

g 7 — of the: Perſons 
of whom. they eruſted: thein Repu: 
henſation. 


ro | 
i ite.of the» Beard: which 
nen harr perpetually before 
eir Eyes af che perfidious Mien, 
— andere is no conquering their Prepoſ- 
Th = for them; they conſtantly 
menptriaade themſelves that they are of 
more 


7 


2 Frmare Friend. gg, 


groat good Senſe in getting above 
dence, and perhaps ſome Hypo- 
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more Worth, and better than Mrs. 
ſuch an one, or Mrs. t' other, and 
that they ſhall ſecure and fix their 
Lovers; but Experience ſeldom fails 
of ſnewing them how much they 
are miſtaken; and of Lovers, they 
often make no better then cold 
Friends, or even Enemies. 


How unjuſt are the Men ! They 
embark us firſt in falſe Steps, and 
then. blame us for having followed 
where they led; they commit 
Faults a thouſand Times groſſer I. 
than we do, and commit them with e © 
Impunity: See, Miſs, their Ad- ard 
vantage; all their Prejudices are 
for them, and all ours againſt us. 


To be wiſe, it is not ſufficient to 
think well; to be wiſe, it is not ſuf.¶ 5, 
fient to act well; what is it then th 
that to be wiſe conſiſts. in? It 5} - 
in thinking well, and acting well. Ir n 


Honour 
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13 demands perpetually the 
Sacrifice of our Pleaſures to it; and 
our Delicacy with Reſpect to Ho- 
nour, weakens and decays in Pro- 
portion as we give ourſelves up to 
em. A Woman that would live 
n a State of ſtrict Piety, will debar 
rrſelf even Pleaſures that appear the , 
Poſt innocent to her 3 without this 
igour one begins rmittin 
mes ſelf little 9 rr . 
| wind lead to greater ones, till at 

ngth one ends in being a Volup- 5 
wry in Form. The Satisfaction of. 
e Senſes, does not forward us to- 
ards the Perfection of a Chriſtian 
ife; and this is the Reaſon why fo 
© Women are ambitious of that 


erfection. 


ſuf. It is beſt to o flight the Conqvelt | 
nenſf thoſe, who are not capable of 
" Showing our Worth. Women, for 
ll. e moſt Part, congratulate them- 

| ſelves 
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ſelves , on having been admired 12 
Men of a dilinguiſted R 
without © confidermg;*thiar ce Me: ; 
have not always more Diſcernment ! 
than other People; but what they  f 
gain thus on the Side of Vanity, r 
che will have to loſe on that of Selt- ) 
Eſteem: Every "Thing then well I n 
chnfider d, 1 had rather meh :Y ra 
Man of very common Ran 
ſnould be ſenfible of what T wall Pi 
worth, than to mate a Conqueſt of 
che firſt Man in the Univerſe tha 
ſhould not ſre half my Merit, and., 
ſhould 1 — me without being able 
Font a better Reaſon for it to him. 
that that Lwas handfome. trar 


Take good Care not to engageſ}eat 
with a Man who has a Turn' to- Ii. the. 
duke 3 one riſks all one's Hap of c 
* ith ſuch People; everyſſever 


havmg a Right to- pleaſeſſſon | 
Dio e 1 oh ic pre tachr 
the Expnce of ret Mit. Miſs 
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, The ſweeteſt Satisfaction that we 
are capable of is to know that we are 
ſincerely belov*d. This Perſuaſion 
flatters our Self-Love, ſooths, and 
renders us pleas'd with ourſelves ; 
yet, it 1s a Misfortune to pleaſe too 
much. Men of a certain Character 
rarely fail of revenging the Re- 
fuſal of their Love, by tearing to 
Pieces the Reputation of thoſe who 
light them. N 


tor the Sacrifice we make to Virtue, 
in the Enjoyment of an innocent and 
tranquil Life, The moſt tender 
Emotion is not comparable to the 
ag Peace of the Mind ; nor have all 
liche Pleaſures, which the Satisfaction 
apt! our Paſſions could procure us, 
reryflever been worth the Quiet of a Per- 
eaſeſſon who has lived without any At- 
eaichment but to her Duties. This, 
Miss, is the moſt important of all 
The F the 


We are ſure to be well rewarded 
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the Counſels which a Friend can 
give; I wiſh from my Soul that you 
may profit by it; and remember 
that Friendſhip, Reaſon, and Ex- 
perience, . have all concurr'd in my 
dictating of it to you; obſerve that 
it is not a Mother who gives it you; 
that it is a Counſel truly diſinter- 
eſted; this you may perceive by the 
little Diſlike that I ſeek to inſpire 
you with for the Amuſements com- 
mon to Perſons of your Condition 
and Age, I forbid you neither 
Balls, nor public Entertainments, 
There comes a Time when you wil 
of yourſelf be full tired of them: 
But, above all Things, I recom 
mend to you, to uſe yourſelf to bear 
being by yourſelf, and not be like 
thoſe Women who will rather con 
verſe with their Servants, than not 
have ſomebody to talk to; one 
| ſhould never give Way to any Fa 
miliarity with them; it is expoſing 
one's ſelf to Reflections, and per 
hap! 
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haps putting them upon a Footing 
of ſlipping inſenſibly into a Breach 
of Reſpect ; and ſhe is wretched in- 
deed who is not ſenſible of the firſt 
Want of it. 


Women have but a ſhort Seaſon 
to pleaſe in, by the Charms of their 
Perſon; when once they are turned 
of Forty, in vain have they been 
handſome; in vain are they ful lo; 
the (Graces take their Flight with 
Youth, and the Loves with them ; 
one ſees with Chagrin, that, at that 
Age, one makes no longer the ſame 
Impreſſions on the Men as former- 


ly, from whence one falls into a 


Sort of Deſpondence, unleſs one has 


1. been wiſe enough to lay up a great 


J Stock of Knowledge, 


it, and 
Talents, that may comfort one for 


J the Ravages of Time. 


Thoſe Ravages, there are Wo- 


men ſo ſilly, as not to be ſenſible of. 


T2 My 
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My Lady-Ducheſs of R***® had 
been a Woman of great Beauty, 
and great Gallantry; her Taſte for 
Gaiety of Dreſs ſtuck by her in a 
very advanced Age : For forty 
Years had her Ladyſhip's Women 
aſked her, every Morning, what 
Cloaths ſhe would wear; and her 
Ladyſhip had regularly, for forty 
Years, anſwered, *+* My Pink-co- 
lour'd Gown, and Ribbons of the 
gaieſt Greenz** (or ſomething in that 
Style) for, ſays ſne, I wore them 
Yeſterday, and why not to Day?“ 
Thus, on the Strength of this Rea- 
ſoning from one Day to another, ſhe 
went on, till inſenſibly, at ſixty 
Years old, it was ſtill my Pink-co- 
lour'd Gown, and my Ribbons of 
the gaieſt Green, and when ſhe died 
ſhe had a Suit of the ſame, or as 
good, a making for her. You 
laugh, Miſs ! but, alas! where 
are the Women who do not, more 
or leſs, reſemble the Lady Ducheſs 

F of 
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of R 2 TI know one who diſ- 
carded her Lover for having had the 
Sincerity to tell her, at forty Years 
old, that dreſſing her Head with 
nothing but her own Hair, did not 
become her; and yet at that Age, 
it is not every one that would, that 
can have a Lover. 


When once one has loſt a Lover's 
Heart, vain will be every Effort to 
regain him. It is a Time elapſed 
without Hope of Return. The Heart 
is not to be governed as the Head 
is. There is no commanding it 
any Thing; we are rather under 
the Command of it ourſelves. A 
Woman ought to know when her 
Reign is over; and fave herſelf, if 
poſſible, the Mortification of being 
left, by uſing a timely Prevention. 


In all Circumſtances of Life, 
that may be diſagreeable, one ſhould 
know how to take a good Reſolu- 

F3 tion. 
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tion, When you have tried any 
Affair, that ſeems not to take a fa- 
vourable Turn, comfort yourſelf be- 
fore-hand for the bad Succeſs you 
beſpeak : Ir is the beſt Way to en- 
creaſe your Pleaſure, if it ſhould 
nevertheleſs chance to ſucceed well, 
and leſſen your Vexation, if it does 
not. An Event foreſeen does not ſur- 
prize; thus People of Fore-caſt, and 
prepared of old againſt the Caprices 
of Fortune, ſet themſelves eaſily 
above its Strokes. 


Look down with Indifference, 
and Tranquillity upon the Wrongs, 
and Injuries of the World: It is 
full of them, and waits but for 
Occaſions of committing them. To 
complain then of them, is ſhowing 
that one has not known the World 
enough. It is of more Service to 
publiſh the Favour one has received; 
this Policy produces two good Ef- 
fects; one diſplays one's Gratitude 

and 
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and Senſibility for the Perſons who 
have oblig'd us, and at the ſame 
Time one diſpoſes others to deſerve 
the ſame of us; to pique People in 
Honour is not the worlt Way to ger 
them to ſerve us. 


Make a Point of nothing that is 
not worth making a Point of ; there 
are thoſe, who, when Things do 
not turn juſt as they fancy, teaze 
and fret themſelves tor a Nothing, 
and make, of a Fly, a Coloſſus, 
that they are frightned at the mon- 
ſtrous Magnitude of, which their 
own viſionary Brains have created. 
One ſhould endeavour to fee Things 
in their true Dimenſions, and let nei- 
ther Good or Ill amaze us; but ex- 
pect every Thing, foreſee every 
Thing, and reckon upon Nothing; 
we ſhould be but too happy, if we 
could literally obſerve theſe Maxims; 
few are they who are capable of it; it 


F 4 muſt 
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muſt be the Fruit of Experience 
and Reflexions. 


When You have eſſential Reaſons 
to complain of any one, with whom 
you would chule to break, do it 
without an Explanation ; Explana- 
tions lead to Reconciliations ; and 
there are People, with whom one 
ſhould never be reconciled, when 
once one has Occaſion to complain 
of them, and whoſe Faults being 
forgiven, only encourage them to 
commit freſh ones; I ſpeak only of 
. thoſe for whom we have ſome Con- 
cern ; for as to others, one owes 
them no Regard, or keeping of 
Meaſures at all. 


In doubtful, or ambiguous Oc- 
caſions, never complain of any Pro- 
cedure towards you, til! you have 
examined all the Faces of it. My 
Maxim is to accule Nobody, till | 


have — 


ce 


ns 
mn 


ne 
en 
ain 


ves 
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have exhauſted my Penetration in 


Excuſes for them. 


Politeneſs is neceſſary in Society, 
and indiſpenſably ſo in one's Man- 
ners and Language ; I do not mean 
that Politeneſs, ſo full of Ceremony, 
which ſtiffens Life, and is no lon- 
ger in Uſe but a thouſand Miles off 
in the Country ; but of that of the 
great World, which one may ſo 
ealily learn; it conſiſts in faying 
nothing but agreeable, obliging 
Things, and in doing nothing a- 
gainſt Decency and the Cuſtoms of 
Life, which, by the Way, one 
ſhould begin by learning thorough- 


ly. 


There are few People who have 
ſo great a Habit of diſſembling, as 
to ſubſtitute inceſſantly falſe Ideas 
to their natural ones, and to hold 
in ſuch as are always ready to come 
out. Keep then to your own Cha- 

F 5 racter: 
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racter: It is too difficult to ſup- 
port, for any Time, a borrow'd 
one. 


Your fond, careſſing People are 
always engaging ; they have cer- 
tainly a Sweetneſs in their Diſpoſi- 
tion, and good Nature in their 
Heart; but one ſhould know where 
to place, with Propriety, thoſe Ca- 
reſſes: It would be even indecent 
to beſtow them undiſtinguiſhingly 
on ail the World; ſuch Endear- 
ments are the Marks of Friendſhip, 
and ſhould therefore be reſerved for 
one's Friends only, and what Va- 
lue would you have your Friends 
ſet upon them, if they faw you la- 
viſn them upon People who are no- 
thing to you? 


J have often reflected on the un- 
accountable Whim of a great many 
of our Sex, who will ſcruple letting 


a Man kiſs their Hands, and who 
careſs 


wo 


* Wu wu mw tad tw ww 


* - PN 


s FEMALE FRIEND, 10% 


careſs and fondle at the ſame Time, 
with a Kind of Paſſion, Animals, 
to whom they addreſs the tendereſt 
Expreſſions. I have always looked 
on theſe Affections of our Sex, as 
a certain Mark of that Littleneſs of 
Genius which the Men reproach us 
with. 


I think J could ſooner forgive a 
Woman a Fondneſs for Horles, as 
noble Creatures, than for Parrots, 
Monkies, Lap-Dogs, or Guinea- 
Pigs; however, I would not have 
that go the Length of Mr, D*—'s 
Paſſion for them, who ſeeing the 
Fire catch in his Wife's Apartment 
that was juſt upon the Stables, cri- 
ed out like mad, to his Servants, 
“Villains, ſave my Horſes.” 


Do not grant your Eſteem with- 
out a good Reaſon for it; there are 
ſome who have a prepoſſeſſing Ad- 
dreſs, whoſe outward Appearance 

gives 
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gives an Idea of Merit and Virtue, 
and who, when one comes to know 
them, are nothing of what we have 
taken them for; it is ſuch a Morti- 
fication to find one's ſelf miſtaken, 
that we cannot be too conſtantly 
upon one's Guard againſt theſe haſty 
Judgments, There are others again, 
who, without any Thing in their 
Figure that promiſes Merit, have 
really a great deal, in which Caſe, 
one is ſorry for having thought un- 
juſtly of them; ſo that it is beſt 
neither to pronounce for the firſt, 
nor againſt the laſt, without having 
examined into their Characters. 
Some People imagine they deſerve 
Commendation by ſpeaking well of 
all the World, without Diſtinction, 
and indeed there are few who wil 
diſpute them the Quality of good 
Nature, but at the ſame Time, they 
will not diſpute them too of Inſi- 
pidity and Folly, which their "= 
an 
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and proſtituted Encomiums fo juttly 
deſerve. 


Reſerve and Modeſty are the 
molt graceful Attributes of our Sex; 
without Modeſty in one's Conver- 
ſation, one becomes inſupportable 
to others; the World generally de- 
lights in taking down ſuch as exalt 
themſelves, and in exalting thoſe 
who ſay nothing of their good Qua- 
lities : To ſpeak well of one's ſelf, 
is the Part of a Coxcomb; to 
ſpeak ill of one's ſelf, that of a 
Fool; to attribute to. one's ſelf 
Praiſes or Actions which do not be- 
long to us, 15 the Height of Imper- 
tinence. What think you of Ma- 
dam L, who, on reading a Ro- 
mance, in which the Author had 
given his Heroine, Beauty, Wit, 
Talents and Acquiſitions of Know- 
edge, nothing of all which poor 
Madam D*** had the leaſt Preten- 
lions to, very cordially, however, 

took 
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took this Character to herſelf, and 
by the ſame Rule found out a Num- 
ber of Ladies of her. Acquaintance 
in the Satyrical Pictures, which 
were diſperſed through the Book ? 
Now the Truth was, that the Au- 
thor had, in the Compoſition of his 
Romance, never once thought ei- 
ther of her who applied to herſelf 
ſo many Perfections, or of thoſe 
whom Madam D*** fancied ſhe 
had diſcover'd his Aim at; the 
Imagination alone of the Author 
had furniſhed theſe Portraits and 
Characters; our Self-Love, and 
our Vanity lead us often to make 
very unlikely Applications; but are 
we never to correct ourſelves of 
theſe Faults ? | 


Nothing can be more tireſome to 
thoſe who have not any Birth to 
boaſt or, than being entertain'd 
with long Accounts of one's illu— 


{trious Anceſtors ; Converſation can 
reccive 
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receive very little Improvement 
from one who knows nothing but 
his Pedigree. All the great Fami- 
lies in France are ſufficiently known, 
without its being neceffary to tell 
who one is, when one 1s really of 
them; the Names ſpeak them- 
ſelves : Who is there does not know 
the Robans, and the Montmorencys ? 
Thoſe who are of no Family ought 
not lefs to keep Silence than thoſe 
who are of the greateſt. To get 
above the Diſadvantage of Birth, 
an eminent Merit is required, and 
who, that had that, would be filly 
enough to fet up fuch inferior 
Pretenſions as Birth or Titles are ? 
A Woman of Merit, and a Man 
of Genius are too really and highly 
diſtinguiſhed to care a Farthing for 
all the Merit of the ſixteen Quar- 
ters. 


A well-bred Woman ſhould never 
tranſgreſs the Limits of Modeſty : 
With- 
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Without this Virtue the greateſt 
Beauty falls into Contempt ; even 
the Men, who deſtroy this Virtue 
in us, love it, and expect that we 
ſhould keep them at a proper Di- 
ſtance with it ; a Woman, who has 
given Way to Seduction, is treated 
afterwards according to the Manner 
in which ſhe ſhall have ſurrender'd. 
Decency may be preſerv'd even in 
thoſe Occaſions, which it ſeems the 
leaſt to have been made for ; the 
more Reſpect the Men feel for the 
Object of their Purſuit, the more 
Eſteem they preſerve for it, after 
having obtained their Ends. 


When one is born with a good 
Perſon, Wit, and good Senſe, it is 
ſcarce poſſible not to be conſcious of 
thoſe Advantages ; and if one does 
not ſet a Guard on one's ſelf, the 
Appearance of Vanity may eaſily 
eſcape one, and Vanity never fails 
of giving bad Impreſſions, and of 

hurt- 


a 
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hurting real Merit. Good Senſe 
then cannot have a better Employ 
than ſuppreſſing one's Pride, or, at 
leaſt, any Signs of it. A Beauty 
need not tell the World, *I have 
a handſome Perſon ** ; every Body 
ſees it; but as to thoſe who have a 
great Share of Wit, there are fo 
few capable of judging of it, that 1 


could almoſt excuſe a Woman who 


ſhould offer ſome Violence to Mo- 
deſty, in her Diſplay of it. 


Being over-dear to one's ſelf, ren- 
ders the Men Fops and Cowards, 
and the Women vain, inſolent, diſ- 
dainful, very often Fools, and in- 
capable of Attachment. How 
would you have Women, who are 
for ever admiring themſelves,” think 
any body elſe worth their Regard ? 
Paſs, if this Pride could inſpire 
them with ſolid Virtue : But, no! 
ſince vain Women love themſelves, 
tacy will alſo love whatever can pro- 

cure 
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cure them Pleaſures z; and the Mor- 
tifications their Self- love muſt often 
meet with from their Equals, may 
drive them, in Purſuit of thoſe Plea- 
ſures, into Condeſcenſions to Per- 
ſons, they ought by all Means to 
keep at the greateſt Diſtance. 


There is no preſerving the Repu- 
tation of a Woman addicted to In- 
conſtancy; on this all Women may 
depend, and take their Reſolution 
accordingly, When a Choice is 
once made, their is no Help, but 
putting the beſt Face on it, and 
minding as little as poſſible what is 
ſaid upon it. .A Woman who has had 
one Intrigue, riſks her Reputation, 
and does not always loſe it ; but ſhe 
who has had ſeveral, is diſhonoured 
forever. Thoſe who ſucceſſively 
quit one Lover to take on with 
another, and who paſs their Lives 
in a Courſe of Gallantries, are born 

to 
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to be the Shame and Scandal to our 


Sex. 


There are Women, who treat the 
Men, as the Turks treat their Wo- 
men; and this is what I do not 
blame them the moſt for; I do not 
believe we are more made for them 


than they are made for us; Men 


who have ſtudied our weak Side, 
take the Advantage of their Know- 
ledge to ſeduce us more ſecurely. 
Without Court effectually made to 
our Self- love, their Progreſs would 
be but ſmall, and few are the Wo- 
men who forgive a Man's having 
offer*d any Offence to that: Thoſe 
who think to ſucceed by piquing a 
Woman's Pride, are much miſtaken 
in their Means; it is but a bad 
Fineſſe which commonly provokes 
nothing but her Averſion. 


We are ſo accuſtom'd to hear our 
Lovers praiſe us, that when they 
leave 
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leave addreſſing us in that Strain, 
we are apt to think their Mind 
changed towards us: La Fontaite 
was in the right, where he ſays 
there are three Things one cannot 
well be weary of praiſing : One's 
God, one's King, and one's Mi- 
ſtreſs; I ſuppoſe Miſtreſs was put 
laſt for the Rhyme-ſake. As to 
Self-love, I would not wiſh you to 
be without it, but direct it ſo, that 
it may engage you to acquire uſeful 
Accompliſhments, and every Thing 
that may render Nature perfect. 
Above all Things, take care to let 
no Marks of your being in high 
Eſteem with yourſelf eſcape you; 
leave Aﬀectation to ordinary Wo- 
men, as they have nothing to re- 
commend them, they are obliged 
to affect every Thing, and become 
awkward falſe Copies of Women of 
Faſhion and Breeding. 


All 
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All Men have a Kind of Aptneſs 
to be Rogues to the Women; this, 
] have a great Notion, proceeds 
from the bad Opinion they have of 
us 3 nevertheleſs, I ſee Nothing ſo 
common as Women who are the 
Dupes of their Choice, and repent- 
ing their having made it. I am per- 
ſuaded too, that out of a hundred 
Intrigues of Gallantry, there are 
not perhaps ten broke off by Faults 
on the Woman-Side : Nothing is 
commoner than inconſtant Men, 
and few Women change firſt ; moſt 


of thoſe who have committed Infi- 


delities, have taken the firſt Steps 
through Revenge, and continue them 


through Taſte. 


The Art of talking delicately in 
Matters of Gallantry, or of ſaying 
obliging Things to a Woman, is 
* the Art of palliating a bad De- 
ign. 


Vice 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Vice is carried to ſuch a Height 
in the World, that a Man of Ho- 
nour is almoſt aſham'd of being 
taken for a Man of Virtue : Sin- 
cerity, Candour, Purity of Senti- 
ment ; all theſe are looked on, by 
our Youth, as antiquated Virtues, 
Enemies to Pleaſure and good Com- 
pany. A Man, to be in the Faſhion, 
mult deceive, trick, abuſe, and ſcan- 
dalize all the Women. He muſt ſe- 
duce the moſt virtuous ; then leave 
them without Remorie, and after- 
wards publiſh their Favours. See! 
Miſs, what a Woman expoſes her- 
ſelf to, when ſhe forgets her Duty 
for any of theſe Men. She ſhall ſa- 
crifice her All; and the bittereſt In- 
Juries ſhall often be all her Reward 
for the Sacrifice, Is not there in 
this Conſideration wherewithal to 
ſtop a thinking Woman before it is 
too late? Or can you conceive a 
more cruel Fate, than (independant 


of the Infamy which attends one's 
| Miſ- 
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Miſconduct) to ſee one's ſelf the 


Dupe of one's Sentiments and Af- 
fections? 


The firſt Time of Loving, one 
generally follows blindly one's In- 
clination; yet, as nothing is more 
hurtful to one's Reputation, than 
having had a Number of Intrigues, 
one ſnould be well aware, the 
firſt Time of one's forgetting one's 
ſelf, chat it ſnould not be in Favour 
of a Man capable of re- paying the 
giving up one's All to him with 
ngratitude. 


Never condemn your Friends 
without giving them a Hearing; 
when one is upon quarrelling with a 
Perſon that is dear to us, we can- 
not, too much, clear up, and ex- 
plain upon any Matters of Com- 
plaint z when we judge with Pre- 
cipitation, we generally mis- judge; 
Appearances deceive us, and we 
have 
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have the Vexation of having been 
miſtaken; one ſhould hear with 
one's own Ears, and ſee with one's 
own Eyes, when one is about break. 
ing off a Commerce of Love or 
Friendſhip, or, when the Point is, 
to pronounce deciſively upon any 
one's Reputation, 


We ſhould forgive a Friend his 
Faults ; it is the Way to preſerve 
him; when one is too punctilious 
in one's Commerce, Friendſhip be- 
comes a Burthen; it is only to a 
Lover that one ought to paſs no- 
thing; yet he is the Man for whom 
the Women have the moſt Indul- 
gence. Is not this ſo becauſe they 


cannot want him? 


It is of the utmoſt Importance to 
acquaint one's ſelf perfectly with 
the Character of ſuch as one pro- 
poſes to engage with; one ought 
never to pardon a Lover a Le, 


or an Infidelity ; Lovers are like 
Children, 
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Children, who the next half-hour 
forget the Faults they have com- 
mitted, and have not been made to 
ſmart for. 


If I was a Man, I ſhould not 
place a great Fund of Confidence 
in the Conſtancy of a Woman, 
who ſhould have forgiven me a 
Breach of it: We are generally ſe- 
vere upon the Faults we do not 
commit. we 


- Wedo not examine ſufficiently the 
Men; we give them Acceſs with 
a moſt imprudent Eaſineſs, It is 
enough that a Man ſhall be preſent- 
ed, in our belt Houſes, by a Friend 


or an Acquaintance, to be admit- 


ed from thence forward. Be more 
reſerved in this, than the Generali 
of our Ladies are, and you will 
avoid a Number of Inconveniencies. 
There are ſome, who inſinuate them- 
ſelves into a Family, with no View 
G but 
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but to debauch the Wife or the 
Daughter, if they are handſome, 
or to ruin their Reputation, by their 
Coxcombry. Why are we more 
nice in our Choice of Women-Ac- 
e for we admit none into 
our Familiarity, but ſuch as whoſe 
Rank, and Condition we have no- 
thing to bluſh for? Shall I tell you 
the Reaſon of this, Miſs, there is 
no making of Lovers amongſt the 
Women; on the contrary, one runs 
the riſque of loſing thoſe one has; 
and that is too thortifying an Ad- 
venture to expoſe one's Self lightly 


| fo 5 : 


The greateſt Fault thata Woman 
can run into, who has a Lover, is, ſay- 
ing too much good of him to himſelf. 
This makes him vam, and ſooner 
or later he will abufe the Aſcendant, 
he thinks he has acquir'd. If on 
one Hand, one engages him by 
flattering his Self-Love, one pre- 

pares 
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pares one's Self, on the other, a 
great deal of Vexation, by letting 
him ſee that one thinks too favoura- 
bly of him. To manage well, one 
ſhould perſuade him, that he owes 
our Tenderneſs, purely to his At- 
tachment and Aſſiduities. The 
deſire he would then have of pleaſing 

more, could engage him to re- 
double his Attention to the Means 


of it. Whereas, by its being re- 


13 to him that he is a pretty 


Fellow, he begins at laſt to believe 


it; and from thence concludes, that 
loving him is no more than Juſtice 


done him. She is then too happy, 


if he does not turn inſolent upon 
i it, which is ſometimes the Caſe. 


A * Woman has ſometimes 


the Policy to keep an ugly Cham- 


bermaid ; and why ſhould not a 


Woman of Wit have that of mar- 


ryinga Fool ? 
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One would naturally think, that 
a Lover is the Man on Earth from 
whom a Woman has the greateſt 
Right to expect Services; yet is he 


the laſt Perſon ſhe ſhould exact them 


from. The more we owe a Lover, 
the more he ſtands accquitted to us 
of a Debt, that nothing can ever 
pay: I mean the Loſs. of Reputa- 
tion, ch can never be. reconciled 
with a:known Engagement. The 
Sacrifice of it muſt appear above all 
Price in the Eyes of a. Man of 
Honour, when one 1s determin'd to 
it, by Tenderneſs alone, and that 
no Motive of Intereſt mixes with it. 
Men are of themſelves inclinable 
enough to Injuſtice. To manage 
right, one ſhould take from them 
every Occaſion to ſuſpect us. And 
this may be done, by accepting 
nothing from them, but the delicate 
Devoirs of Love alone. 


The 
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The Women who owe their for- 
tune to their Husbands are under a 
{ae Conſtraint in their Conduct. 

hey paſs for infinitely more guilty 
than others, when they fail in their 
Duty ; for: they are treated as un- 
grateful too. Beſides it is very mor- 
tifying to owe all to a Man; and, 
to ſay the Truth, it mult be a great 
Merit that can balance the Obliga- 
tion of a great Fortune, 


Independence is a mere Chimera. 
One always depends upon ones Su- 
periors, or one's Relations. Women 
depend upon their Husbands, or 
upon Decencies. One ſhould, 
as early as poſſible, accuſtom one's 
Self to Dependence, or it becomes 
inſupportable in a more advanced. 
Age. It is good to know how to 
command, but neceſſary to know - 
how to obey. We are not born to 
enjoy Liberty. Cuſtom is againſt 
5 G 3 it. 
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it. One would at the firſt View, 


imagine, that the Women in France 
were Slaves to nothing but their 


own Caprice; yet the Woman who 


is the freeſt, will confeſs, if ſhe is 


fincere, | that there are many Things 


that are Checks upon her. 


A Woman ought to have Com- 


plaiſance, Sweetneſs of Temper, 


and Indulgence for her Husband ; 


but ſhe degrades herſelf beneath a 
Domeſtic Drudge, if ſhe is too 
ſubmiſſive to him. Submiſſion im- 


ties Subordination ; and between a 
married Couple, every Thing is 
equal. A Huſband has not leſs his 
Duties to fulfil than a Wife. The 


Men 'are but what- we have made 
them; and if they have aſſumed a 
Superiority over us, it 1s we that 
have ſuffered them to take it. I 
do not know whether my Heart de- 
ceives me; but it tells me, they were 
not originally made to give law to 

1 us, 
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us, as they do; and Experience has 
taught me, that perhaps they would 
have received it from us, if the 
Women of Old had had as much 
Firmneſs, and Reſolution, as we 
ſee in the greateſt Part of thoſe at 
preſent. - But the Yoke is impoſed, 
and we myſt ſubmit to it. 


There are few People who are 
able to judge of Right and Wrong, 
The ſtupideſt Creature will hold up 
her Hands and exclaim, upon the 
Blackneſs of a baſe Action; but ſhe 
will not conceive, or feel all the 
Merit of a generous one, This 
Remark is not at all to the Ho- 
nour af human Kind. 


Stupidity does not conſiſt in ſay- 
ing Nothing, but in thinking No- 
thing. Want of Wit is not fo 
eſſentially conſpicuous in being good 
for nothing; but in living with thoſe 
who have a great deal, without 

G 4 imagining 
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imagining that they have any ſuch 
Thing. How many Women of 
the firſt Rank have had near them 
Perſons of the the moſt eminent 
Merit, though they could never 
find-it out till they were told of it ? 
Is this for Want of Opportunities to 
exerciſe their Penetration? No: 
All the World was ſatisfied, that 
Madame de * * * was a Woman of 
an extraordinary Underſtanding z 
and there was but the Princeſs with 
whom ſhe had lived thirty Years, 
who knew nothing of the Matter. 

There are People, who have lived 
fourſcore Years in the World, with- 
out doing either Good or Harm, 
and who, dying, carry to the Grave 
with them, the Reputation of an ex- 
cellent Character. Others have been 
promiſcuouſly capable of good and 
bad Actions, and of theſe conſiſts 
the Bulk of Mankind. As to thoſe, 
who have never done any T _ 


F 
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but Good in their Lives, I own, 
to the Shame of human Kind, that 
I do not know ſo much as one. 
The beſt have at leaſt done Harm 
to themſelves ; and this is ſtill have- 
ing hurt Somebody. ä 


One is jealous of one's Friends, 
if one has any Delicacy. We would 
engroſs them to ourſelves, upon the 
Plan of all or nothing. Friend- 
ſhip has its en as well as 
_ | 


In the Warmth of F riendſhip, « one 


18 s always ready to run, riot in the 
Praiſe of a Friend. In the firſt 
Days of an Engagement, one is in 
Raptures with the extraordinary 
Merit of a Lover. One is then 


never tired with talking of him to 


People who ſee nothing of it, and 
who have the Complaiſance not to 


contradict one. Soon after, perhaps, 


when one is diſſatisfied with this 


G 5 Lover, 
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Lover, or this Friend, and one's 
Eyes are well opened, one falls a 
Trailing at them. It is always the 
Cuſtom: with Women, to deſpiſe, 
and run down, what they have no 
further Service for. | | 


A Woman of Addreſs and Ma- 
nagement will never give any one 
the Advantage of an Aſcendant 
over her. Ever reſerve to yourſelf 
Liberty enough to break your 
Chains, when you begin to find 
them too heavy. Keep your Love, 
if poſſible, on this Side of the 
Verge of its Pains, Alas! This is 
only telling you in other Words to 
be diſcreet ; for Vexations are ſure 
to begin, where Diſcretion ends, A 
certain Fatality that I obſerve inſepa- 
rable from the Follies ſuggeſted by 
Love, goes near to perſuade me, 
that there is really Harm in loving. 
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Madame de L, owed to one 
of her Maids, the Rank ſhe now 
enjoys. Without the Counſels of 
her Woman; without the ſprightly, 
witty Letters ſhe dictated to her 
Miſtreſs; De L would never 
have. married her. De LI, 
believed, that Miſs * * had Wit, 
married, and was very much ſur- 
priſed to find, that ſhe had none, 
Some Time after, Madame de 
L * * *, was ſo imprudent as to turn 
away the Girl, who to be even 
with her, did her the good Turn of 
aſking Mr. L * * for her 
Letters. ; 


Neither adopt the Ideas, the 
Way of talking, or acting of 
another Perſon. One ſhould - never 
furniſh one's own Head at the Ex- 
pence of others. Nature have 
* us Reſemblances, enough, 

without 
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without our borrowing them every 
where. 8888 


Me ought to deſpiſe mere Riches 
heartily, on ſeeing them diſtributed 
to People, who deſerve them ſo lit- 
tle. I wonder, we can have ſo little 
Spirit, as yet to wear Jewels, when 
one ſees fifty thouſand Crowns worth 
upon ſuch a Creature, as a de , 
old, ugly, with an ordinary Un- 
derſtanding, and born to neither 
Rank nor Fortune. But Princeſſes 
wear them; they are given to Opera- 
Singers; every body, in ſhort, muſt 
have them; you ſhall: ſee a Lady 
with a ragged Equipage, and her- 
ſelf cluminated with Brilliants. Where 
is it Envy and Faſhion will not at 
length lead us to? Or muſt we for 
everaim at in the World, Imitations 


of the Beſt, and ſo often hit no bet- 


ter than the Reſemblances of the 
Worſt ? _ 
>& Preach 
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* Preach who will Humility z it is 
a ſneaking Virtue that I, and many 
others, have no Opinion of. I hold 
it good for Nothing but to debaſe 
one, to inſpire Contempt, to. ſink 
into Oblivion any ſhining Quali- 
ties one may have, and to ſend a 
Nurſing at Hoſpitals, Women, born 
with the greateſt Merit. Be mo- 
deſt; yes but let me have - no Hu- 
mility; it is the fick Fancy of 
ee. ben ene 


A Temper, turned to Mirth and 
Gaiety, is fit to give others Plea- 
ſure, and rarely conſtitutes that of 
the owner: Ido not know whether 
it is poſſible to ally ſuch a Character 
with Dignity; to me they ſeem 
incompatible, The Queſtion then 
at preſent is, Whether Women 
ought to prefer the Advantage of 
being reſpected, to that of being 
loved; for Dignity inſpires Ref s 
= an 
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and Gaiety Love. 'The Alternative 1s 
not ſo eaſy to fix on; eſpecially for 
French Women, who ſeem to value 
themſelves. only, in Proportion to 
the Lovers they have, and the Fol- 
lies they run them into. 6 


25 Thaſe, who ſet up for ſerving 
every body, oblige No-body. Who 
cares for ſharing any Thing with the 
whole World? To engage our 
Gratitude, the Service ſhould be 
particular to ourſelves, 


Here, Miss, is a Fact, which 1 
will not omit, and which I ought 
to have mentioned ſooner, The 

Marquiſs of: A ——, offered 
an Apartment in his Houſe to a 
Man of Merit; but he being too 
attached to ſome other Perſons to 
think of removing from them, 
thanked his Lordſhip, not without 
ſome Confuſion at his not being 
able to accept it. He was 1 
Din that 
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that his Excuſe, though a very good 
one, would not be. reliſhed 2 his 
Friend and Benefactor. I had 
« not foreſeen your Reaſons, ſaid 
« the Marquiſs to him, but now I 
&« know them, I approve of them, 
« and eſteem you the more, for 
“ them; I will think then of Some» 
thing better for you, ſince this 
« does not ſuit you. If you think 
as nobly as the Marquiſs De ., 
and are worthy of obliging ſuch 
Perſons as DB — you will not 


think the worſe of them for refuſing 


your Favours, nor be a Whit the 
leſs well-diſpoſed to renew the Ten- 
der of them. 


Never deſpair of your Happie 
** Thoſe, Affairs which ſeem to 
take an unfavourable Turn, often 
turn out to the beſt Advantage, 
with Time: Good may riſe out of 
Evil: Years ſucceed one another ; 
and with them, Events alſo. This 

155 18 
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is telling you, that you muſt expect 
a great deal from Time; and that 
Patience is neceſſary, when one 
has long to live in this World. 


The moſt important Point in 
Life is that of one's Eſtabliſnment 
in the World, by Marriage; yet 
one would think, that the Parties 
now married, as lightly, as if it 
depended on them to break at Plea- 
ſure thoſe Engagements, when once 
enter'd into, and that they prove 
unſatisfactory. It is not well poſ- 
ſible, that ſuch as marry without 
knowing one another can live long 
in great Union: Yet, Miſs, you 
will contract one of theſe Mar- 
riages, and will do as others do; 
you will marry in the firm Reſolu- 
tion of being virtuous. Lou will 
never imagine that a Woman can 
ceaſe to be ſo, even in Reſpect to a 
Huſband, whom ſhe does not love. 
May you ever preſerve this Preju- 


dice 


] 
, 
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dice! May you never experience 
how much F ortitude, and how 
much Virtue it is requiſite to be 
armed with, not to yield to ſuch 
Occaſions as may court you to 
ſwerve from your Duty, and how 
difficult ir is not to let one's ſelf be 
carried away by Example! A hand- 
ſome Woman' is expoſed to the So- 
licitations, the preſſing Aſſiduities 
of almoſt every Man who ſees her. 
Out of ſuch Numbers. who deſign 
upon her, there may: be found ſome 
one who may pleaſe her, and then, 
adieu all her fine Reſolutions, Her 
_ turns, and ſhe learns, at the 

nce of her Virtue, and often 

r Reputation, that one ſhould 
"A too moe rely 1 one's own 
PIR 


© One muſt fly ths Danger, if one 
deſires not to be loſt in it; but 
how apprehend a Thing one knows 
Nothing of? It is the great Expe- 


19 rience 
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rienee of a young Girl, that makes 
her love before ſhe perceives it her- 
ſelf z it is only, Miſs, when one 
has once loved, and had Reaſon to 
repent it, that one ean have Warn. 
ing enough to know before. hand, 
whether a Man fhall touch our 
Hearts, or that one knows how to 
go about ſecuring ourſelves againſt 
him. We are all born with Hearts 
turn'd ta Tenderneſs. The more 
we have of the Qualities of the 
Soul, the more we feel in us a Diſ- 
poſition to love. If a Woman could 
be united in Marriage to a Huſ- 
band whom ſhe loved, and was be- 
lov'd by, no Doubt but that with 
Virtue and Conſtancy on her Side, 
ſhe would be too 35 Her Life 
would flow in Innocence, and dy- 
ing ſhe need have little or Nothing 
to en herſelf with. 


But theſe Cenfiderations and Ad- 
vantages affect but little the * 204) 
21717 0 | 
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of theſe Days. You will have, one 
Day, Four Spoule elect , preſented. 
0 you: In leſy than a Month your 
Marriage will be propoſed, ſettled, 

concluded. The Obedience and Reſ- 
pect which you owe your F ather, will 
nder you from finding Fault with his 
Choice. Lou will, wich your Eyes 
ſhut, take a Huſband no Ways, per- 
haps, ſuitable to you, inHumour, In-. 
clination, and Age; and then it is you 
will ſee how —_— Strength of Mind, 
and | Virtue you will need, to de- 
fend your Heart againſt the Inva- 


Ion of Paſſions, Enemies to your 


ee cw” 9 


Domeſtic Duties. Too happy! if 
jour Hufband gives himſelf the 
Trouble to {earch into, and acquaint 
himſelf with all the Merit of your 
Character. You are amiable, and 
formed to make the Happineſs of a 

uſband of your own Choice, and. 
thoſe Love you have won; yet all 
our Charms would not ſecure you. 


gainſt his Iofidelities. The Perſons; 
who 
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who love the beſt are ſometime 
guiity of them: A Woman muft 
expect to ſhare her Huſband's Af. 
fections, and may think herſelf hap- 
py, if he does not aſſociate to her 
ſome Creature. Things are now 
atſucha Paſs, that one may almoſt 
take it well of a Huſband, if his 
Attachment is but any thing tole- 
rable, in Point of Taſte. The beſt 
Way, however, is to ſhut one's 
Eyes. Reproaches and Quarrels 
only ſerve to exaſperate Minds, 
and to indiſpoſe a Man yet more, 
who. wants but a Pretext for uſing 
his Wife ill; and who commonly 
revenges himſelf of Domeſtic Brawls 
by Expences abroad. Beſides, you 
will eaſily conceive how indecent it 
is for a Woman of Rank to give 

Scenes to the Public. It is beſt 
then to bury in Silence, Myſteries, 
which ſhould only be known to the 
two Parties. If you have any Dif- 


ferences, try to conceal them from 
your 
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your Servants. If a Woman really 
loves her Huſband, there is not a 
better Expedient to retrieve his Af- 
fections, if he goes aſtray, than 
Sweetneſsof Temper, conſtant Com- 
1 of Behayiour to him, and 
z great deal of Reſerve, There 
re few Men ſo brutal, as to refuſe 
their Eſteem, or not keep ſome 
Meaſure of Regard with a Woman 
who ſhould behave in this, Manner; 5 
and: one ſhould reckon it a 
Point gained, to have the Eleem 
nd Confidence of a Huſband. 
There muſt, and will be certain Cir- 
cumſtances, in which a Man will 
reflet, and do. juſtice to a Wife 
who' has never diſobliged him, and 
to; whom he has no Reproaches to 
make ; Time flips away; the Paſ- 
ions cool, and there comes an Age 
in which one returns into the Boſom 
of one's Family. Then is a Wife 
ſure, of recovering her Huſband's 
Affection, and of being his beſt 
Friend. 
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Friend. One © ſhould leave it to thi 
Time to calm the Paſſions. Tof 7. 
think of curbing them is Folly, ef. ver 
12 in men, who not being 
like us, reſtrained by Prejudice, 
abanddon thenrfelves imperuouſly tf v4; 
them. A young Woman, wh gut 
ſhould reſolve to venture upon . 
Man, n advanced in —— Un 
may perhaps 'promife- pretty fair tc 
ers him Kere Bae duk — 
[riſque dully her bell; 
Days. DIE Veg” — — 
"Wives, are genetally jealous of them Wy 
and keep them'under a Reſtraint, Aung 
much the mote intolerable, in 'thaſſgy” 
they have Nothing to make rhef +4 
Amends for their Frowardneſs ang gever 
Ill Humour. Tet, is it a Happineſſor Je 
for a Woman to have a Hufban fully 
who has ſome Faults. The teaft deſlevts 
fectwe amongſt the Women woulſc@ng 
make too inferiour a Figure in thſwas n 
Eyes of a Man, in whom ſhe coul gn, 
find Nothing to forgive. How ſhoulg 


— . — — 
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ne compound with him for all her 
Trifling, her Ignorance, ' wer . 
verſity, Sc. b 0 


J ealouſy 0 2 zar. Wb Paſſion, 
wich leaves neither Reſt nor Trah- 
quinity to fuch as art poſſeſs d with 
it, and moſt certainly creates the 
IU 
hs; it is che very Poiſon of Love; 
throws whole Families into Con- 
ufion 5 it makes one unjuſt, re- 
ngcful,, and cruel. When once a 
My Woman is jealous, ſhe acts no 
longer: but as one out of her Senſes. 
"Al ſhe does, all ſhe ſays, es 
of the Diſorder of her Head. Love 
1 er fublifted without ſome Grains 
of Jealouſy 3 but one ſhould care- 
eu, conceal it from the Perſon one 
Pes it is betraying a Want of 
onfidence in him; and ill Humour 
s never the Way to _ a Heart 
one $ (elf, 


m 


UK 
un 


] al- 


pineſs of, at leaſt, two Per- 
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T allow nothing to thoſe who love d 
and eſteem one andther, but the] if 
Fear of loſing each others Af. P 
fection. Tais Fear is always in it 
Place; and when: it betrays itſelf, it 
ſhould; be with the utmoſt Gentle 
neſs. No Reproaches, no Embroils 
and eſpecially no Invectives: One 
may excuſe all this for once and a 
way ; but repeated; tbey, in the 
' End, throw Suſpicions, and Coo 
[ neſs, into one's Commerce, Re 
| ſerve: and Myſteries get into it c 
| both Sides, and inſenſibly Both ac 
cuſtom. themſelves to be no long 
| fincere; -Love | loſes its Delicacyſ | 
[ and the Love that is not delicate, 
i not made to be cheriſhed by Soulf aſk 
of ny Worth or- IR I one 


But how wretched,” in my of it. 
pinion, muſt that Woman be, w 
Joins to her Remorſes for having : 1 
ſtrayed from her Duty, the Shan &or 
of having made a bad Choice ! Fq Que 
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do not miſtake yourfelh here, Miſs, 
if any Thing can juſtify a Woman's 
Paſſion, it is Merit in the Object of 
it; what Excuſe could ſhe give for 
her engaging with a Man- without 
Honour, Senſe, or Character: and 
who, to find Favour in her Eyes, 
has nothing to ſnow hut a little Out- 
ſide, and a great dea of Conceit ! 
Ah! Miſs, = ever one is {0 un- 
happy as to love any one but one's 
own Huſband, it is too much to 
have, to bluſh, at once, for a 
Want of Virtue, and a One of 
Tale too. 


It is ſome Conſolation, SOS one 
aſks one's ſelf the Queſtion, Why 


one loves? to have the Anſwer 


ready, that one has pr Reaſon for 
it. 


The World will talk; Mrs. Such- 

a- one, it ſays, has a Lover: The 
EN in Courſe is, who is he? 
H Then 


Gat : 
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Then will. the Reputation of :the 
Woman depend on the Anſwer 
[ that is to be given to it. I repeat 
to you chen, once more, that in 
| 

| 


the Age we live in, it is not ſo 
much the. Engagement that diſho- 
Bours us, as the: Object of it; 
chuſe, therefore, one worthy of 
yourfelf, if you ſhould: chuſe one 
at all. You have Wit, Diſcern- 
men, Taſte; and with theſe, one 
may always chuſe, when. one is ſo 
wift to conſalt thera. 


Let us, however, ſee if there are 
not Means of avoiding any Engage- 
ments xt all; for this would, in- 
diſputably, be the ſtireſt Side fbr 
continuing happy. Love is fol- 
lew'd by. ſuch a. Train of Vexa- 
tions, Fears, Regrets! Not to 
mention that it conſumes halt one's 
Life in Anxiety, and Agitation: 1 
No more Pleaſure without the Per- will 

= {on belov'd; * wo y 


OSD DD nm +o- 


= . ad 


Lbs 4 


a Female FRIEND. 151 


and tireſome in his Abſence z eve- 
ry Thing frets, and makes one un- 
eaſy: When one is wich one's 
Lover, one has no other Wiſh but 
for him; one has no Taſte but for 
him, nor Pleaſure but near him: 
Nay, one often puſhes Injuſtice the 
Length of allowing nothing to be 
egrecable but him: Think whit a 
Situation this is! what a Diſorder! 


Paſs, it one could be always with 


hin! But no! he muſt go from 
one, and, perhaps, for a long Time; 
then is one left to all the tedious 
Void ef Abſence : So that upon the 
Whole, I take it for granted, that 
if one was to examine all the Per- 
fons who have lov'd, and have been 
moſt happy, they would own, that 


their Pains had exceeded their Plea- 


ſures. 


If, in the Number of thoſe who 
will be forward to make their Court 


do you, chere ſhould happen to be 


H 2 a Man 
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a Man who pleaſes you; and who 


joins to his Aſſiduities, an Under- 


ſtanding, 
yours, you will find ſome Difficulty 


in getting the better of your Incli- 


and Humour agreeable to 


nations, for him : But whatever 


Charms you have, do not promiſe 


to yourſelf too ſecurely, that you 


will pleaſe this Man, who pleaſes 
vou, as much as he does you. 
When our Pride, or Self. love ſug- 


geſts to us, that we cannot fail of 
the Conqueſt we have at Heart, it 


would be well if we reflected on the 
unaccountable Perverſity of the 
Hearts of Men, who often deſpiſe 
all that Nature has form'd of moſt 


amiable to cleave, as if mad, or 


blind, to Creatures without Merit, 


or Conduct. 


If you cannot conquer your Taſte, 
uſe Circumſpection at leaſt 3 when 
one has made the firſt falſe Step; 
95 r is one's Pride, the leſs 

1 one 
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one can be ſure of not doing Things 
unworthy of one's ſelf: T Mhink then 
how mortifying | it muſt be, to. be- 
tray one's Weakneſs to a Man, who 
is not in the Humour to 80 Hong 
Halves in it. 


It were to be | wiſhed that Gur 
Hearts would never move a Step 
beyond what we ſee our Lovers ad- 
vance in exact time to; it is fo eaſy 
to know when we are really lov'd 
Love never goes without a Deſire 
of pleaſing ; and ſo long as a Man 
ſtudies to do nothing that ſhall diſ- 

leaſe the Perſon he loves, it is not 
poſſible but that he is deeply ſtruck. 
The —_— Mark of Inconftancy 
is a Man's neglecting himſelf. No 
more Care, no more Love: No- 
thing comes ſo eaſy from Lovers, 
as Complaiſance; and nothing is 
more irkſome, than to have it from 
thoſe who are indifferent to us. Be- 
tides, true Lovers carry in their 
H 3 very 


- 
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very, Countenance, and in all their 

Actions, an Imprefiion of Tender- 

nels, To eaſy to perceive, that I 
would engage to ſclet them out of 

any crowd they were confounded in, 

without one eſcaping me. as 


caſion for Reflections in, is precile- 
ly the Time one makes the leaſt of 
them in: It is enough that a Man 
leaſe us, to perſuade us, that he Bi 
as all the Qualities we could wiſh; || of 
yet, to know a Man, is not the Af- | W 
fair of a Day: A Gul ought to | be 
facrifice ſome Years of her Impa- I ban 
tience, to the Importance of going 'y 
to the Bottom of that Man's Cha- ſt 
rafter, whom ſhe has a Mind to I mot 
ebuſe for her Huſband, or Gallant. |] Taf 
Parents rarely give her the Time | Def 
for it, and in that they are wrong; | eſtec 
ſince the Happineſs of their Daugh · 
ter depends on the Choice they will 
make for her. How can they ex- | them 
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pett that a Couple, 


known to each other, and of Sentiz 
ments and Inclinations directly con- 
trary, ſhould live happy together ? 
Their Anfwer is, that Love will come 


never before 


after : Falſe and pitiful Reafoning ! 
One may often, indeed, fee thoſe who 
lov'd one another the moſt before 
Wedlock, dereft one another after 
they were married: This is not an 
uncommon Effect of Matrimony. 
But Love never ſprings out of the Bed 
of Indifference: No! Miſs, when a 
Woman has Virtue, and hopes to 


be happy 


+ ſhe muſt love her: Huſ- 


band, be lov'd by him, and do eve- 
'y Thing that may preſerve his 
ſteem and Tenderneſs. But, once 
more, one ſhould conſult one's own 
Tafte, and not pay too implicit a 
Deference to the Ambition, or inter- 
eſted Sentiments of one's Parents. 


Men carry their Partiality to 
themſelves the Length, of not 


H 4 


bear- 
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bearing to be blamed for thoſe Ac- 
tions which - diſhonour them. A 
Man who has covered himſelf with 
Shame, by an unſuitable Marriage, 
bluſhes, perhaps, for his Choice: 
He knows too, that ethers bluſn 
tor him; yet will not this Man 
ſuffer his deareſt friend to upbraid 
him with this Alliance: Yet are we 
oblig' d to bear the Inconveniencies 
and Conſequences of the Follies we 
commit, all Shame and Reproach. 
There are few of our Sex, Who, if 
Miſtreſſes of themſelves; would not 
have matried ill, but for the Fear 
of Diſhonour : Thoſe who have 
ſwallow'd all Senſe » of Shame, on 
that Score, are not numerous Ex- 
ceptions: A Woman being allot- 
ted to ſhare her Huſband's Rank, 
and Condition, whatever. they are, 
it. is certain, that ſhe debaſes herſelf 


more, by marrying a Man beneath 


her, than a Man does by matching 
with a Girl much his Inferior : 


He 
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He has but to keep her at any Seat, 
or carry her down to the Country, 
far enough from Town ; where the 
Education of all Girls 'being near 
the ſame, nobody may find out who 
ſhe is, or make any Remark on 
her Breeding. As to our Sex, eve- 
ry Conſideration forbids us to give 
Way to any, even the leaſt criminal 
Inclinations : One ought to love 
one's Huſband, but it is doing ve- 
ry wrong in the Eyes of the 
World, to chuſe him of a Condi- 
tion, that may make us deſcend 
from that, which we hold from 
Birth and Fortune. | 


Mis-alliances are then, as much 
as poſſible, to be avoided. Equality 
of Condition is almoſt as eſſential a 
Point as Conformity of Inclina- 
tions. Girls that marry Men much 
beneath them, degrade themſelves, 


and lay themſelves often open to 


the Temptation of making their 
| Hz Huſbands 
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Huſbands feel their Superiority 1 
Thoſe agaiv, who marry Men 
greatly above them, run alſo great 
Riſques, and are often deſpiſed: 
There is, in ſhort, but the more 
or. leſs Fortune, which one ſhoyld 
not be above paying a Regard 
to. 


There is a limited Term for 
Girls to marry within: When once 
they are paſt thirty, they are mad, 
if they expoſe themſelves to tha In- 
conveniencies they muſt expect, if 
they marry Men younger than them- 
ſelves ; the Diſguſt of a Huſband, 
and his Infidelities, are the leaſt of 
the Misfortunes that await her. A 
Girl, who has over-ftaid her Seaſon, 
and whom the Rage of marrying 
takes Poſſeſſion of, throws herſelf, 
blindly, at the Head of every Bo- 


dy in her Way; and faſtens, with 
an incredible Eagerneſs, on the 
firſt Perſon, who drops W 

ints 


gases M2mm3a tf). 5 mw 


CUES E=WWwgpmp 


„ 


a Female FarenD. 179 


Hints ta her; ſcarce will fhe allow 
herſelf the Time, neceſſary to tranſ- 


act Things in Form; and tremble, 


every Inſtant, till the Ceremony is 


qver, leaſt he ſhould dip thto' her 
Fingers: But 8 Huſband ſoon grows 


tir'd of a Woman, paſt her Bloom, 
and who has enly accepted him be- 
cauſe ſhe could not get any Body 
" elſe : Nor does one eaſily 
a laſt Shift, for ſuch is 


forgive 


the bei 


ever the e of an ald Maid. 


1 dp not either approve Marri- 


ages contracted through mere Wil- 
fulneſs, of one's own Head, againſt 
the Advice of one's Parents : Our 


Parents are cooler, and freer f 


Paſſion than we are, and are better 


Judges of what is proper for us: 
Beſides, as we are beholden to them 


for our Lives, and Fartunes, it is 
but juſt, to concult them im our 


Deſtination of their future Employ z 


wo DES 2 - > 
for nothing leſs is at Stake in a mar- 
ried State. nt; EIS 

How many Fathers have died of 
Grief, for having begot Daughters, 
whoſe: Choice has diſhonour'd them 
Nothing then can diſpenſe a Child, 
well brought up, from the Obedi- 
ence, and Reſpect, ſo juſtly due to 
her Parents. Yes! Obedience to 
her Parents is the principal Duty 
that a Girl ſhould ſet herſelf to ful- 
fil. If your Father ſhould tell you, 
Mr. Such-a-one is not a proper 


Perſon to make your Huſband of, 
you ſhould, by all Means, ſpare: 
im ſuch a Grief of Heart, as 
your marrying him would occa- 


ſion, There are few. Fathers ſo 
unjuſt, as to oppoſe, wittingly, 


our Happineſs. Experience has 


taught them, and taught them, 
perhaps, at their own. Expence, 
that what they forbid us, is for our 


Advantage. Nothing then, once 
more, 
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more, can abſolve a Girl's Want of 
Reſpe& and Obedience ſhe owes 
her Parents : I could give them a 
good Leſſon too, in their Turn, 
but that it is not for them that 1 
write. Here then is preciſely the 


Place I pitch on, to let you into a 


little of my own private Hiſtory; 


but I have neither extraordinary: 


Adventures, or Events, to ſur- 
prize you with. You will only fee, 
to what a Girl may be expoſed to, 
when ſhe is married too young, and 
married without her Taſte, her 
Reaſon, or indeed any Thing 
that was fitting, _ REN 
conſulted, 


I was married in the Year 17—. 
My Father, who was a Widower, 
took me out of the Convent at the 
Age of Sixteen; and four Days at- 
ter I had left it, he preſented Mr. 
De to me, who was about- 


Tr old, His Figure was very 
well, 
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well, and I was a Child. You may . 


eaſily think that I did not ſtand to 
examine whether he was a Man of 
Wit, or what his Temper and Ineli- 
nations were; thoſe were the Things 
I leaft thought of. There were 
quite other Articles that engroſſed 
all my Attention, I , them 
talk of a handſome, gilt Berline, 
rich Liveries, a ſet of fine Horſes, 
large Diamonds ; which, together 
with the Idea of — Li- 
berty, fill'd my Head ſo agreea- 

bly, that my Father might, I am 
now ſure, have propoſed the Man 
on Earth, the leaft fit to pleaſe, 
that I, for the Sake of the Berline, 
the Diamonds, a lac'd Head, and 
lac'd Slippers, I would not have re- 


tuſed to marry. 


I fow Mr. De every Day, 
till thar of our Wedding, which 
was about a Month after ; and ſaw 


the Preparations for it go forward, 
with 


- wail * 3 4 
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with a Pleaſure that is not to be 
conceiv'd : They were not, how- 
ever, extremely expenſive ; Mr. 
De-—— was, as you know, of the 
Gown Profeſſion; which, in this 
Country, does not much deal in 
Show or Parade : In ſhort, I was 
married: Some Time after, I way 
with Child, and in due Time, I was 
brought to Bed of a Girl: This was 
very ill receiv d by my Huſband ; 
he had, I ſuppoſe, beſpoke a Boy. 
1 had, however, during my Lying- 
m, been at the Point of Death ; 
and all the Time could perceive, 
that my Huſband paid me juſt the 
common Civilities, on thoſe Occa- 
ſions, but with very little of that 
tender Care, which is ſhewn to a 
Woman one loves, and has Reaſon 
to love, My Youth faved me, 
and I was ſoon reſtored to perfect 
Health, 


I had 
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' TI had ſo ſtrongly taken it into 
my Head, that no Wqman of Ho- 
nour could love an but her 
Huſband, that I look'd with a very 
bad Eye on thoſe who were ſuſ- 
pected of Gallantries z nor was I 
in the wrong: A Woman can 
never give a good Reaſon for de- 
parting from her Duty ; and, for 
my Part, I had made it a Law to 
myſelf, never to tranſgreſs it : Per- 
haps too, I ſhould have inviolably 
obſerv*d it, had it not been for my 
Huſband's ill Uſage. I had a 
Chamber-maid, who was young, 
ſprightly, and not very handſome; a 
Girl, in ſhort, that might have made 
a very good Meal for one of her 
Fellow-ſervants ; but Mr. De 
thought her good enough for him- 
ſelf, and made Love to her in good 
Earneſt. I was the laſt Perſon in 
the Houſe who perceived this lit- 
tle Intrigue ; and did not learn it 


without Vexation. It was not, 
hows 
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however, ſo much my Husband's' 
Infidelity, which chagrin'd me, as 
the Object he prefer d to me; I 
did not, for all that, make a Noife 
in the Houſe about it, but went to 
my Father, and acquainted him 
with my Grievances. He told 
me, I was a great Simpleton to vex 
about ſuch a Trifle; that I had no- 
thing to do, but to turn the Bag- 
gage away ; and leave to him, the 
Taſk of making proper Remon- 
ſtrances to my Husbard : Then it 
was too, he made me ſenfible, that 
there could be but little Dependance 
to be had on the Fidelity of a Man, 
who could be untrue to a young, and 
pretty Wife, ſo early after Marri- 
age; that I could not do better 
than to ſet my Mind at Reſt about 
it; and that it by no Means became 
a Girl like me, to run after her 
Husband. 1 anſwered my Father, 
that what he told me ſurprized me 
exceedingly: Does not one 3 

= al 
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ſaid I, Sir, to be true to one ano- | re 
ther? My Father fell a laughing at ou 
the Simplicity of my Queſtion, and M 
made Anſwer, that when I knew I ing 
more of the World, I ſhould ſee Pl 
that no- body troubled their Heads | va 
about Trifles of this Sort; that a {I mz 
Woman was not to interfere with {| wh 
her: Husband's Conduct; that it I der 
was her Duty indeed to be virtuous, 
but that a Man had not the leſs 15 
nour, for having an Intrigue, or 
loving other Women 
Wife. I return'd then Home again, 
with my Heart full, my Eyes brim- 
10g with 'Tears, and wich a Regret 
ar my Soul, for having been mar- 
ried. Alas, faid I to myſelf, how 
wretched am I, that 1 did not ſtay 
in the Convent | | 


The firſt Buſineſs that I diſ- 
patch*d, on my Return to my Houſe, 
was packing off my worthy Rival, 


who expected it I ſuppoſe, for ſhe 
| received 
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received her Warning from me with- 
out the leaſt Surprize. As ſoon as 
Mr. De came home, on learn- 
ing that I had thus diſturb'd his 
Pleaſures, he ſcolded his own Ser- 
vants and mine, and ſaid a great 
many diſobliging 'Things to me, 
which 1 heard with my uſual Mo- 
deration, and without my an{wering 
him a Syllable. The next Day, 
when he received a Meſſage from 
my Father, to deſire to ſpeak with 
him, he aſked me, if it was to pay 
the two thouſand Crowns that re- 
mained due of my Portion. I 
ſhrugged up my Shoulders with- 
out ſaying a Word. My Father, 
I ſuppoſe, made him ſome pretty 
harſh Reproaches, for about an 
Hour after he came back in a great 
Fury, murmuring, and ſaying he 
would be even with one, for the 
Buſtle I had made, and the Trouble 
I gave him, that he thought I had 


a great deal of Aſſurance to carry 
Stories 
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Stories out of the Houſe, I was 
extreamly ſhocked at his Manner of 
treating me, and anſwered him up- 
on that Strain. In ſhort, we quar- 
relled compleatly from that Day 
Mr. De- began not to come 
Home till two in the Morning, nor 
ever dinn'd at Home, unleſs there 
was Company, and ſup at home, 
he very rarely did. At firſt this 
Condutt appeared to me inthe moſt 
odious Light. But, as I found 
afterwards, in a Number of Houſes 
that I frequented, that a great 
many Husbands behaved much in 
the ſame Manner, the Example 
comforted me, I took then to 
Play, and became even ſomething 
of a Coquet. I received a great 
deal of Company at Home; I ſaw 
a great deal Abroad; and now I 
was one of the firſt to make a Jeſt 
of my Huſband and his Amours. 
L learned, that he had furniſhed his 


Ducheſs an Apartment lightly 
enough, 
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enough, and that one Morning Miſs 
had moved off, becauſe amongſt 
other of Mr. De 
ties, ſhe had found in a great deal 
of Economy, upon which laſt 


Head, I had myſelf been obliged 


to apply to my Father, who had 
made him ſome further Remon- 
ſtrances that were not better received 
than the firſt, At length my Rela- 
tions interfered to reconcile us; my 
Huſband wiſhed for nothing ſo 
much; for my Part, I did ſhow 
myſelt averſe to it: However, I 
propos'd my Conditions, and made 
as if I cordially forgive him, though 
at the Bottom of my Soul, it was 
more than I could do, 5 


Mr. De — ſoon grew weary of 
the plain regular Life of a Family, 
and once more ſcampered Abroad 


in Queſt of new Faces. He ſoon 


got Acquaintance fit for his Pur- 


poſe, and we parted Beds, I had 


deſired 


's good Quali- 


— ———— or 
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deſired him one Morning to 
into my Cloſer, and there I — 
him, that as his Conduct expos'd 
him to Dangers, which it was not ſb 
convenient for me to ſhare with 
him, I hoped he would not take 
till, that from thence forward 1 
lay in my on Apartment, and he 
in his. That it did not become 
Perſons of dur Condition to give 
Senſes; that fer che future he might 
live juſt as he pleas' d, that Ifhould 
have nothing to ſay to it, but that 
I deſired him never tw think of 
attompting any Recencilation, for | j 
that I never fer gave twice: Þrecom- | 
mended too to him not to mention | 1 
our Differences to any Body. He 
went out without giving me the 
Faſt Anſwer, and ſince that Time 
He followed exactly the Meaſures 1 
Had deſired of him. He knew how 
firm I am in my Reſolbtions. But 
what Jam going to tell you, will 
doubtleſs furprize you; this. _ 
x, 


you whether he had any Reafon for 
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jealous, of me to an Exeeſs. But 
this is not an uncommon Humour 
with even the Huſbands who do 
not love their Wives. Fhey look 
_ them as a Moveable, a Piece of 

- that belongs to them, 
— do not like to be de | 
el os Hotle Uſe — 
they ſeemitb have for it. 


You know at prefent, Miſs, how 
LI behaved! whilſt I lived with my 
Huſband. I have told you he grew 
jealous, but I cannot ſo well tell 


it or not. But ſo far moft ſure is, 
that I took no Sort of Precautions — 
prevent his Jealouſy, and leſs 
cure it. When he murm — 
domplained to me, my Anſwer 
was, that I had Jai no Reſtraint 
upon him, and that Ithought it very 
extraordinary that he ſhould' take 
it ill that I faw 8 
able 
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able People: and good Company; | 


that I was neither of an Age nor 
Humour to live like a Recluſe, and 
much leſs to be delighted with the 
Company of Fools: I narrowly 
miſt adding, like himſelf, but I 
contented myſelf with thinking, and 
de with gueſſing it; the Breach in 
hort became now ſo wide as never 
to be made up. Some Time after, I 
got him to agree to my retiring 
into a Convent, which is the ſame 
where I have always been, and 


where I have had the Joy of know- 


ins you. Here I am entire Miſtreſs 
my Po ogy Retreat _u_ 


: A 2a 


ho indeed [ 1 adviſe all 


the Women who cannot live with 
their Husbands, to do as I did, 
Moſt People look upon a Convent 
as the moſt melancholy, tireſome 
Retreat in the World, but they are 
| 1 A cloiſter 1 is only inſup- 


portable 
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rtable to thoſe who are bred in it - 

ere a Woman is Miſtreſs of her 
Actions, and owes no-body an Ac- 
count of them; and with a proper 
Attention not to intrench too much 
upon the Rules of the Houſe, ſhe 
may live happy, and above all 
quiet and undifturbed. You think. 
perhaps that a Woman, who ſepa- 
rates from her Husband, has always 
a bad Colour put on her Conduct, 
and that it is generally ſuſpected that 
ſhe it is that has been faulty in it : 
But this Inconvenience may be 
obviated, by giving no Haadle to 
attack one's Reputation, by neither 
ſeeing one's Husband, nor other 
Men. Beſides, the Irregularities of 
a Man are preſently known, and 
then a Retreat does a Woman 
honour. 


There is not a worſe Companion 
for a Woman of Virtue than a 
diſſolute Husband, 


I I have 
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I have obſerved, that the longer 
one lives retired, the longer one is 
atle to bear it. Solitude is the 
moſt inſupportable the, firſt Days, it 
ceaſes inſenſibly to be ſo, eſpecially 
if one knows how to employ: one's 
Time, But then ſuch a Lite muſt 
be voluntary. There muſt be no 
conſtraint in the Cafe. The want 
of Liberty would throw an Impa- 
tience into it, which at length be- 

comes intolerable. For one to be 
eaſy in fuch a Situation, one ought 
to be perfectly free, not to do the 
Things one actually does; you will 
tell me that there are certain Situa- 
tions in which it is neceſſary that 
one ſhould continue, and I tell you 
it is that very Neceſlity, which ren- 
ders them ſo irkſome. Nothing can 
pleaſe that is forced. Great Plea- 
{ures might perhaps make one ſome 
Amends for a State of Slavery, and 
Love 1s one. 


If 
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If I could raife my Voice ſo as 
to be heard from the. innermoſt 
Receſſes of my Retreat, I would cry 
out, Women love your Huſbands 
if you can, but if you do play the 
Fool, take care that your Follies be 
rather Amuſements to you than 


God forgives every Thing, and 
Man nothing, ſays Madam De Villi- 
dieu. It is thus Scandal does more 
Harm than the worft Action, if it 
is but concealed. Every Thing 
we do not know, is as non-exiſtent 
with regard to us. Our good Opi- 
nion is often owing to the Ignorance 
we are in of other People's Conduct. 


Nothing ſo eaſy, as with a little 
Management to impoſe the 
Public, as it judges only by Ap- 
pearances, it is but having them 
plauſible: I am 15 quite of * 
2 c 
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the Marchioneſs de Lambert's Opi- 
nion, who is for having a Woman 
whoſe Gall intries have made a Noiſe, 
appeat with an Air of Humiliation, 
do not know whether, at preſent 
at leaſt, ſne would be in the right 
to recommend Humility. It is now 
an exploded Virtue, and if all the 
Women, who have had Affairs in 
their Time, were to put on that 
Air, we ſhould ſee a Number of 
down-caſt Looks. My Opinion is, 
that they had better renounce their 
Follies, and Keep on the ſame Air 
as they had before. Time effaces 
every Thing, and a good Conduct 
makes the World forget a bad one, 
Happy ſuch as having gone aſtray, 
can recover the right Road, know 
their Errors and their Follies, bluſh 
for them within themſelves, but 
not to others, and reſume the Paths 
of Virtue, ſo as to love, and never 
again wander out of them, 
Fs 07, Violent 
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Violent Paſſions almoſt always 
lead us into the making falſe Steps. 
Love, Hatred, Jealouſy, Ambi- 
tion, Vanity, are for ever attended 
with! mprudence, and a wrong giddy 
Head. The Things that ought to 
be conducted with the moſt Secrecy, 
are thoſe which are the leaſt kept 
from the World. One falſe Step 
begets another, till inſenſibly one 
acts as if one had not common 
Senſe, and was perſuaded that no- 
body elſe had neither. Thoſe who 
have Vices, or Paſſions to conceal, 
ought to watch inceſſantly over 
themſelves. It is only for ſpotleſs 


Souls, to ſhow themſelves without 


a Veil, Unhappily they are too 
rare! Where ſhall we find ſuch as 
loſe by being not ſufficiently 
known? 


I am perſuaded that the Diſor- 


dere of our Sex, are owing almoſt 
1 3 entirely 
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entirely to the Falſity of the Men. 
A Woman who;has been deceived 
for the firſt Time, does not care to 
be ſo again, and runs head-long in- 
to all the Pleaſures that offer them- 
ſelves to her; as well, in for 
Diſhonour entirely, as by Halves 
Why, will ſhe ſay, why ſtand biting 
the Bridle of Reputation, when it 
holds one no longer than by the 


Thickneſs of a Hair; and that Re- 


putation at Bottom, ſuch a Chimera 
too | 


All this I tell you to give you 
a juſt Idea of the Man's way of 
thinking towards us, and of the 
Precipices down which the firſt falſe 
Step is ſure to drug us. It is not 
that one may not by Chance light 
upon one Man exempt from the 
Vices, which I have given you ſo 
terrible Warning off; but how, are 
they not rare ! Would you believe 
it Miſs, that in the great Number 
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of them which I have ſeen, I never 
knew but one, who deſerved my 
Attachment, and yet, I would not 
ſwear that he never deceived me in 
any Thing. It is ſo eaſy for Men 
to impoſe on us! Our Confidence 
and Prepoſſeſſions are their Securities 
againſt a Diſcovery. 


You will imagine, perhaps, that 
when one has met with this Man, 
ſo fincere, ſo tender, and ſo faith- 
ful, one is to be perfectly eaſy and 
happy : But what a Miſtake ! Re- 
member that theſe Men know, 
mighty well, their own Value, and 
make a Woman pay dearly for the 
real Attachment they have for her. 
They are commonly unjuſt, pet- 
verſe, jealous, and ungovernable ; 
they exact eternally Sacrifices to 
their Humour, and give a Woman 
a thouſand Reaſons to regret her 
loving them ſo well : But a Woman 
of Worth cannot help her Attach- 

| 6 ment 
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ment to them, with all their Faults, 
If ſhe complains to them of their 
-Uſage, they throw it all upon the 
Exceſs of their Love; and what 
can one anſwer to that? Nothing; 
love them on, and curſe the Inſtant 


that one ever knew them, This 


is all that is to be done; for as to 
breaking with them, have a care of 


that. When once the Heart has 


got a Habit of Tenderneſs, it can 
no longer do without it. Love is 
the Nouriſhment of a ſenſible Soul; 
its Emotions are-almoſt the only 
ſweet ones that it knows; they com- 
poſe all its Happineſs, its Joy, and 
its Pleaſures ; and never can it re- 


nounce them. A Woman then of 


Worth will ſet herſelf pretiouſly 
to preſerve even this jealous, whim- 
fical Man ; reſolve to renounce her 


Tranquility, and eſteem herſelf hap- 


py, not to pay yet dearer for the 
Certainty. of being beloved, 


Shall 
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Shall I ſay it, to | the utter -Diſ- 
comfort of the virtuous Girls ? The 
Virtue of Maids is no longer caſt 
into the Account, when they are 
bargain'd for: And when they are 
married, it is taken for granted, in 
the Lump, that they are virtuous. 
A great deal is ſaid of their For- 
tune, their Talents, their good or 
bad Figure; but not a Word of 
their Virtue. Not ſo, however, 
when they have given any Occaſion 
for Scandal; that, indeed, is talk'd 
of, known, blamed, and made the 
moſt of: But no-body will, for all 
that, commend a Man, who mar- 
ries a Girl purely virtuous, and no- 
thing more : - She who has no Por- 
tion, but her good Conduct, ever 
paſſes for a bad Match. The 
World, in ſhort, has no Eyes, 
but for the ditadvantageous Side of 
Things; and indeed, few Men have 
the Courage to marry naked Vir- 

15 tue; 
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tue; ſhe throws out too few At- 
trations in the Age we live in 


Few Girls, without a Fortune, 


ought to hope the getting a rich 


Husband by their Merit. How 
many old Maids does one fee, con- 
ſuming with Impatience and Fret- 
fulneſs, in waiting for Husbands, 
that have not yet, nor probably 
ever will, come. Chance and good 
Luck may, now and then, procure 


them a Husband in their younger 


Days; but this is ſo rare, that moſt 
Maids, who have no Fortunes, may 
tremble, when oncethey fee hve and 
twenty, without a Husband. 


On the other Hand, ſome Sirk 
of us have hardly the Time to be 
called ſo : We are married when 
ſcarce more than Children. The 
firſt Years are employ'd in giving 
us Learning and Accompliſhments, 
which a Lady is obliged —_ 
abiy 
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ably to have ; and one is, per- 
haps, not eighteen, before one 1s 
put at the Head of a Family, moſt 
certainly, without the Head to go- 
vern it. The Neceſſity of making 
Reflexions come before the Age of 
making them; and perhaps the 
Time of making them never comes 
at all. One 1 carried down the 
Torrent of Paſſions and Plea- 
ſures, and behold forty Years are 
upon one, before one has once 
thought or reflected. One has 
Children ill brought up, and one 
dies, after having lived only for 
one's ſelf; and after having done a 
great deal of Harm, and very little 
Good. | 


Thoſe ſelf-centered People, who 
live but for themſelves, ſeem to me 
as inſipid as they are worthleſs. 
One ſhould live fo, as that our 
Lives ſhould ſignify, more or leſs, 
to others; and eſpecially, one ſhould 

never 
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never deceive thoſe, who have truſt- 
ed us with their Happineſs, but in 
ſurpaſſing their Expectations. 


Much Advice has been given to 
Maids, as to their Conduct in a 
Maiden-State; but few have thought 
of offering any to married Women : 
Yet, if ever we want wiſe Maxims, 
it is ſurely when we are truſted with 


our own Government. Girls have 
Governeſſes, or Mothers, who 


overlook and controll them, as 
they may ; but Wives have no-body 
to cenſure them, but a Husband, 
often a greater Wrong-head than 
themſelves. This too is a new Mo- 
tive to you, Miſs, to provide your- 
ſelf betimes with good Precepts, 
which it will be eaſy for you to fol- 
low, with the natural good Senſe 1 
know you are Miſtreſs of. 


Make yourſelf beloved by your 
Children, when they are yet young, 
that 


1 
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that they may obey you, without 
Reluctance, when they are grown 
up. Somebody has ſaid, that the 
wicked Man was like a robuſt, un- 
governable Child; and, indeed, 

were Children to beborn with Limbs 
capable of ſerving the Violence of 
their Paſſions, Fathers, Mothers, 
nor Nurſes, would not be in * 
from them. 


Children, well 3 owe 
their Parents all the Happineſs they 
enjoy in the Courſe of their Lives: 
To form their Heads and Hearts in 
their more flexible Years ; to beſtow 
Accompliſhments on them, that 
may render them uleful, 'and agree- 
able to Society: Theſe are the Du- 
ties of a good Mother. To Love 
one's Husband, to uſe Complai- 
ſance, and Indulgence for his Faults : 
Theſe are the Duties of a good Wife. 
As to thoſe of Friendſhip, they are 


obſerved when our F riends are dear 


to 
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to us: One ſerves them in Propor- 


tion to the Eſteem they are in 
with us; and for that, there, are 
no Rules, but what our Heart gives 
us. 


Try to frame Amuſements for 
yourſelf at Home: Chuſe you a 


pleaſant, joyous Houſe ; furniſh it 


with Taſte and Neatneſs ; let every 
Thing in it breathe of what you 
are; have good Books, Inſtruments 
of Muſick, good Friends, agreea- 
ble Company; and, I promiſe you, 
that you cannot tail of bemg happy, 
if you make a good Uſe of them. 
And your Happineſs 1s the only 
End I can propoſe to myſelf in giv- 
ing you my Counſels. 


I ſhould pity you indeed, if, to- 
wards your latter Seaſon, you ſhould 
be reduced to take up with the Com- 
pany of certain heavy, groſs, cor- 
pulent Perſonages, who, on in 
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their foggy Fat, are vain of their 
enormous Circumference, and allow 


no Merit to any, but in Proportion 


of their Approaches to their bodily 
Meaſure ; yet, theſe are they, who 
pretend to know every Thing, and 
pronounce upon every Thing with 
the moſt emphatic Air of Deciſion ; 
and who are, however, good at no- 
thing on Earth, but eating. Theſe 
Heroes, at a cramming-Match, 
ſhall pull a Man of Taſte by the 
Sleeve, and, with a wiſe Face, fay 
to him, in reſpect to ſome beautiful 
Piece, Is not this mighty pretty?“ 
They will not fail to come to your 
Houſe, and admire you for your 
Wit; but that is becauſe you will 
keep a good Table, and they have 
a good Stomach. 


Moſt Women drink, eat, ſleep, 
play, ſcold, and domineer in their 
own Houſes ; 10 that they do not 

ſpend 
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ſpend their Time quite ſo idly, as in 
a Vilit, 


When you have been tired and 
made ſick, by ſome miſerable Im- 
pertinent, fit down to a good Book; 
will make you ſome amends. 


- Hope is the greateſt Conſolation 
of the Unhappy ;z without it, De- 
ſpair would tread. too faſt on the 
Heels of ill Fortune. It is the Pal- 
liative of Misfortunes; the Support 
of Paſſions, and the Fore- runner of 
Pleaſures; it dries up one's Tears, 
inſpires Courage, Patience, and Joy: 
Who would endure Life, without 
Hope? Alas! perhaps even he who 
dies with Sentiments, which pro- 
miſe him neither Good nor Ill, after 
Death, dies not without the Hope 
that he is miſtaken. 


Keep to the Religion of your 


Fore-fathers; you cannot renounce 
| 4 
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it without accuſing their Diſcern- 
ment, and offending their Memory. 

If you think, of all Religions, your 
own the beſt, you will fave yourſelf 
Abundance of tedious reading ; you 
will live in Innocence, and die with- 
out Inquietude. 


Do not let it be the Fear of a 
Devil that ſhall hinder you from 
committing Ill ; ſuch a Bug-bear is 
good in the Mouth of an old Nurſe, 
or a Capuchin Fryar ; and its: Ter- 
rors, however, ſcarce outlaſt a good 
Quarter of an Hour, and never much 
reſtrained any body yet. One for- 
gets one's Duty, at riſing from a 
Sermon, when one is impatiently 
expected at a Rendezvous by a 
Lover. To ſpeak as a mere World- 
ling, it is human Reſpects, Miſs: 
It is the Fear of this World, and 
not of the next; together with the 


inward Satisfaction that a good Con- 
quet 
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duct never fails to procure us, that 
one ſhould not joſe Sight of. | 


I have, a hundred Times, recom» || * 
mended Virtue to you; but do not | 

go to annex, to this Word, a 

Croud of puerile, ridiculous Ideas. 

I acknowledge no Worth in Wo- 
man, but what goes into the Com- 
nion of a Man of Honour. 
ruth is one for all human Kind! 
and why not Virtue ® Be virtuous 
then: Take care too of having the 
Reputation of being ſo; but re- 
member there is a Reputation abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ordinary Wo- 
men, which a Woman of an ex- 
alted Merit has no occaſion for. 
Fine Writings, the Memory of 
good Actions, is permanent, whilſt 
that of Weakneſs ſinks into Obli- 
vion. If Madam D*Olonore had | S 
wrote ſuch Poems as Madam Deſ- | 1 
bonlieres, her Intrigues had either | ©! 
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never been devulg'd, or, at the 
worſt, only talked of by ſome Wo- 
men of gallantry without Merit, by 
Way of making a Handle of them 
to juſtify their own Follies, 


But Sappho! ſays one, Sappbo ! 
Well, what of her? The! — 
vagance of Sappbo would now be 
amongſt the Things unknown, had 
ſhe not herſelf taken the Pains to 
immortalize them. To have im- 
poſed Silence on Poſterity, the 
ſhould have loved Phaon as tender- 
ly as ſhe pleas'd, and ſaid nothing 
or it Sapphy could no more help 
Writing, than Loving, ſhe ſhould 
have loved a way, and wrete fine 
Hymns to the Honour of Pallas. 


Happy is ſhe, who has on her 
Side ſome great, noble Heroic ; 
ſome extraordinary Action : Such 
an one will be remember*d, and 
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cover a Multitude of others. Who 
knows, now, how Madam ——  hv- 


ed ? But who 1s there that does not 
know how ſhe died? 


Yet, what is there, after all, in 
a great Reputation? What is it but 
the Breath of a certain Number of 
* = 


